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Chad 


Habre on Legislative Elections, Libyan Actions 


AB2603 160690 Ndjamena Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 24 Mar 90 


[Text] This morning, the head of state, El Hadj Hissein 
Habre. presided over an emergency cabinet meeting at 
the Great Meeting Hall of the Ministry of External 
Relations. The meeting was extended to the members of 
the National Consultative Council and members of the 
National Union for Independence and Revolution 
[{UNIR] Central Committee. The item on the agenda of 
this cabinet meeting was adoption of the bill on the 
organization of legislative elections. Here is the report on 
this cabinet meeting presented by Information and Civic 
Orientatation Minister Adoum Moussa Seif, the govern- 
ment’s spokesman: 


[Begin Moussa Seif recording] An emergency cabinet 
meeting, which was extended to members of the 
National Consultative Council and the UNIR Central 
Committee, took place today, Saturday, 24 March 1990 
at the Great Hall of the Ministry of External Affairs 
under the chairmanship of His Excellency El Hadj 
Hissein Habre, president of the Republic, head of state, 
and UNIR founding chairman. There was only one item 
on the agenda—the adoption of a bill on the organization 
of legislative elections. The bill was elaborated and 
presented by the National Legislative Elections Com- 
mittee. 


Introducing the topic, the comrade president of the 
Republic analyzed the political, economic, and social 
context in which the organization of the legislative 
elections falls. He emphasized that Chad as a whole is 
engaged in a vast project of construction and progress, an 
enterprise that highlights national unity, peace, security, 
and the installation of democracy as the best factor in the 
development of man and in development as a whole. 
This vast process which [words inistinct] can only result 
in peace, unity, and security, and a smooth social and 
economic program. 


This is why we want and seek peace with all our heart 
and all our energy, the head of state continued. But we 
are still far away from the realization of this peace 
objective despite some progress in this direction. While 
bilateral discussions are about to open, the Libyans, 
aided by some media organizations and some hostile 
powers, have been increasing military and terrorist prep- 
arations against Chad, acting [words indistinct]. Our 
combat is a difficult one, but we must pursue our own 
Struggle, and not the one being imposed upon us by 
others. 


After having massively voted for 3 new Constitution, 
which for the first time is really a nationally conceived 
and elaborated document, the people of Chad are pre- 
paring to establish for themselves their own National 
Assembly, the president concluded. 
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Comrade Alousie Daogne, chairman of the National 
Legislative Elections Committee, introducing the bill on 
behalf of the National Legislatives Elections Committee, 
then placed the organization of the first legislative elec- 
tions of the new Constitution under the two-fold symbol 
of freedom and democracy. With eight chapters and 121 
articles, the bill reveals two essential themes: the willing- 
ness of the president of the Republic to install a new era 
of democracy and openness and the need for a careful 
regulation, which is itself linked to the complexity of the 
operation. The objective is to organize free elections 
with equal opportunities for all candidates, Comrade 
Alousie Daogne stressed, concluding his speech. 


His Excellency E! Hadj Hissein Habre then opened the 
discussion and, article by article, the project was exam- 
ined. The session, which opened at 1025, ended at 1530. 


Issued in Ndjamena on 24 Mar 1990. [end recording] 


Red Cross Team Visits Libya POW’s in Ndjamena 


AB2703190790 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program} 


[Text] Last night’s allegation by Chad that Libyan- 
backed guerrillas attacked their troops won't help the 
atmosphere at today’s planned talks on the Chad-Libya 
border dispute. The Ndjamena Government says the 
guerrillas, members of the Islamic Legion, are backed by 
Tripoli but Libya denies supporting them. Apart from 
the border dispute itself, Libya and Chad are still holding 
war prisoners from the conflict over the Aouzou Strip 
which ended over two years ago. The International 
Committee for the Red Cross has just sent a team to 
Ndjamena to see the Libyans being held in Chad. On the 
line to Geneva, Josephine Hazeley asked ICRC’s 
spokesman, Herald Schmidi Debuneck. how many war 
prisoners there are. 


[Begin recording] [Debuneck] Well. according to some 
unofficial reports or according to press reports which we 
could see, there will be something between 1.800 and 
2,000 Libyan prisoners of war in Chad. 


[Hazeley] And have you been able to confirm these press 
reports or you... 


[Debuneck, interrupting] No, we will be able to confirm 
them the day when we will be allowed to visit those 
prisoners. But unfortunately, for the time being, we have 
been allowed to visit last week only a first group of 53 
Libyan prisoners of war. 


{[Hazeley] What was the purpose of the visit? 


{Debuneck] Well the purpose of the visit, as it is always 
with the ICRC, is to look at conditions of detention, is to 
register those people, is to have ihem write a Red Cross 
message in order to put them © contact with their 
families back in Libya. 
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{Hazeley}] You said you only saw 53 of the Libyan 
prisoners of war. Now, what did they look like’? What 
conditions were they in? 


[Debuneck}] Well..hmm, as far as conditions of detention 
and treatment are concerned, the ICRC has not yet at 
this stage reported back to the Libyan authorities. So, 
you will easily understand that | do not wish at this stage 
to comment any further on this. 


{Hazeley] But are you generally satisfied with the condi- 
tions in which you found them? 


[Debuneck] Well, let’s say that we could work according 
to our conditions and see those prisoners in interview 
without witness and that our conclusions will be 
reported back to both Chad and Libya. 


{Hazeley] Why coudn’t you see the remaining prisoners 
of war? 


{[Debuneck] Oh, if you permit me, | was saying that with 
the exception of the first visit, which just took place. to 
the 53 Libyan prisoners of war, the ICRC has no 
information whatsoever regarding the idvntity, the state 
of health and the treatment of all the other Libyan 
prisoners of war. 


[Hazeley] And you must be superbly angry with the 
Chadian authorities for refusing these Libyans prisoners 
of war their basic rights. 


{[Debuneck] Well, Madam, it is not a question of being 
angry. It is a question of imagining the agony of all those 
families in Libya, who are wondering, more than three 
years after their disappearance, about the fate of a father, 
of a son or of a brother. 


{i4azeley] Why do you think the Chadians are being so 
secretive about you seeing the rest of the Libyan pris- 
oners of war? Do you imagine that they possibly have 
killed some of them, perhaps? 


[Debuneck] Oh, Madam, it is not up to me to enter into 
this kind of details. What the ICRC is trying. to the best 
of its ability and according to the mandate which it has 
received from the international community in the 
Geneva Conventions, is just to see to it that those 
conventions are respected and that as a result we can get 
access to those prosoners, all prisoners throughout the 
world and to be able, very quickly, to put them in 
communication with their families. 


{Hazeley] But referring specifically to the Libyan pris- 
oners of war in Chad, I thought at one stage Libya was 
denying that it ever had any prisoners in Chad. | mean. 
have they accepted now that they do have them? 


[Debuneck] Well, to the best of my knowledge, | mean 
since more than two years, this has been openly recog- 
nized by both parties as an international conflict and 
they have equally accepted the applicability of the 
Geneva Convention and as such, of course, they recog- 
nize the existence of the prisoners of war. [end recording] 
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Gabon 


Chad, Libya Meeting Ends, Communique Issued 


AB2I903095890 Paris AFP in French 2045 GMT 
28 Mar 90 


{Text} Libreville, 28 Mar (AFP)}—The Chad-Libya con- 
sultative meeting on the border dispute between the two 
countries over the Aozou Strip ended today in Libreville 
with promises on both sides to continue contacts in order 
to arrive at a political solution, but no compromise was 
reached on the major points of disagreement, official 
sources disclosed. 


The official communique issued at the end of the delib- 
erations indicated that the Chadian and Libyan delega- 
tions “undertook an extensive exchange of views on the 
practical modalities for the general implementation of 
the Algiers Global Agreement, signed between the two 
sides on 31 August 1989. The two delegations accepted 
the setting up of a joint technical subcommission, 
charged with demarcating the border under dispute and 
further agreed to ensure the implementation of Article 
Four of the Algiers Accord. 


That article, it should be recalled, concerns the “cease- 
fire’ between Chad and Libya. It envisages the two sides” 
commitment to stop any form of hostility, especially any 
hostile media campaign, to refrain from interfering in 
the internal and external affairs of their respective coun- 
tries, to ban any political, material, financial, and mili- 
lary support to all forces hostile to any of the two 
countries, and to proceed with the signing of a treaty of 
friendship, good neighborliness, economic, and financial 
cooperation. 


Furthermore, the two sides agreed to “continue their 
exchange of views” on the withdrawal of military and 
paramilitary forces from both sides of the area under 
dispute, as well as the setting up of an African commis- 
sion of observers, to supervise the withdrawal. 


Finally, the two sides will continue their consultations on 
“the liberation of prisoners of war” which constitutes a 
major point of disagreement, the communique further 
pointed out. 


The leaders of both delegations, Chadian External Rela- 
tions Minister Acheikh ibn Oumar and Libyan Foreign 
Minister Jadallah *Azzuz al-Talhi, were received today 
by Gabonese President Omar Bongo. chairman of the 
OAU ad hoc committee on the Chad-Libya border 
dispute. 


It should be recalled that Ndjamena on 26 March 
denounced the resumption of fighting on the Sudan- 
Chad border, accusing Libya of “blatant aggression” 
against its troops stationed along that border. An official 
Chadian communique claimed that Tripoli “had not 
abandoned its plan of destabilization and dismantling of 
Chad.” 
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Bongo Opponent on Conference Participation 


AB2603115190 Paris AFP in French 2031 GMT 
24 Mar 90 


[Text] Dakar, 24 Mar (AFP}—Pierre Mamboundou, 
president of the Gabonese People’s Union (UPG— 
opposed to President Omar Bongo’s regime) today said 
he was very surprised to learn that he was to be prose- 
cuted in response to his party’s demand to participate in 
the national conference on the future of Gabon. In an 
interview with AFP this afternoon in Dakar, where he 
has lived in exile since he was expelled from France on 
28 February 1990, Mr. Mamoundou said that he con- 
siders this maneuver to be a “scare tactic”. 


He also reiterated his movement's intention to partici- 
pate in that conference, by demanding proportional 
participation for all active forces and the election of a 
conference executive committee by participants, as well 
as a chairman who does not have any links with ‘he 
ruling Gabonese Democratic Party, (PDG, the only 
party, recently dissolved by President Bongo). 


The UPG president furiher stated that the definition of 
the legal status of the conterence, the enforceable nature 
of its decisions, which should also, according to him, be 
applied to the Gabonese head of state, are the indispens- 
able conditions for the gathering “of a real national 
conference if that conference is not to be transformed 
into a congress of the Gabonese Democratic Party.” 


The Gabonese Government said on Thursday that Mr. 
Pierre Mamboundou “was being sought to stand trial” 
and that if he returned to his country he will “be put 
before a court.” In a communique issued on Thursday, 
the Gabonese Ministry of Justice stated that he would be 
prosecuted for “plotting against state security with the 
aim of overthrowing existing institutions and physically 
eliminating the head of state.” 


Defending himself against charges of plotting to assassi- 
nate Bongo while favoring a change of regime by means 
of a democratic conquest of power or the use of popular 
force, Mr. Mamboundou said he was fighting “a system 
of corruption, the misappropriation of public funds 
which have perpetrated economic and political crimes 
against Gabon and the Gabonese people.” Mr. Mam- 
boundou then called on the Gabonese people “to con- 
tinue to mobilize in order to demand their rights while 
respecting the integrity of persons and property,” adding 
that the only way out is to change the regime, and the 
Gabonese people should impose a change for a mullti- 
party, democratic society.” 


The UPG chairman, who recalled that a multiparty 
system had existed from 1960 to 1967 under the first 
president, Leon M’ba, whom he described as “a demo- 
crat’, said the Gabonese opposition does not want 
another singh party (...) because the one created in 1967 
by President Bongo to consolidate national unity has 
been a failure, because Gabon has never been sn ethni- 
cally divided as under the PDG. 
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Finally, Mr. Mamboundou said that he was “happy to be 
in Senegal. a democratic country, where my (?rights) as a 
human being are scrupulously respected,” that he has 
been “treated well” since his arrival, that “he 1s able to 
move about freely.” and that he is “not under house 
arrest, nor confined to my residence.” 


National Conference Off to ‘Difficult Start’ 


AB2803102890 Paris AFP in French 1708 GMT 
27 Mar 90 


[Text] The national conference, comprising all the polit- 
ical tendencies and registered associations in Gabon, 
opened its proceedings this morning in Libreville. The 
discussions, according to observers, got off to a difficult 
Start. 


After five hours of discussions, the conference chose as 
chairman Bishop Basile Mve, chairman of the Gabonese 
Episcopal Conference. But the opposition laid precondi- 
tions: lifting the curfew and authorization to hold meet- 
ings. It would like these points to be discussed as early as 
tomorrow morning. Otherwise, it might leave the 
meeting, it was learned on the spot. 


In his inaugural speech, President Bongo placed himself 
above the parties and proposed, after a “transitional 
period of apprenticeship... responsible development 
towards an integral multiparty system.’ He then chaired 
the first meeting of the conference bureau. It was before 
this body that the front of opposition parties and asso- 
ciations asked for the lifting of the public measures— 
curfew from 1900 to 0600 local time (1800 to 0500 
GMT), and banning of all meetings or strikes—adopted 
last night. 


These measures were adopted while Gabon has been 
experiencing a difficult social situation for almost three 
months. There has been an increasing number of strikes 
and demonstrations have been spreading. A call for a 
general strike today did not seem to have been followed. 


In the face of this social unrest, which was started by 
students and later spread to teachers, civil servants, and 
the private sector, President Omar Bongo had proposed 
political reforms geared at democratic openness. 


On the recommendations of a Special Commission on 
Democracy, set up at the end of the iast congress of the 
single party [Gabonese Democratic Party, PDG] last 
January, President Bongo recommended the establish- 
ment of a “rally” that would bring together the Gabonese 
political leanings. This Gabonese Social Democratic 
Rally (RSDG) is therefore expected to replace the PDG, 
as it has been reduced to the status of a simple political 
tendency within this movement. All the tendencies, 
associations, and parties were therefore urged to make 
themselves known and to attend this conference to 
discuss the new rally’s statutes and rules of procedure. 
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After complaining that their representation wes not, 
according to them, equitable, practically all the registered 
Parties were present this morning at the Palais des Con- 
ferences, hoping, they said, to widen the scope of discus- 
sions. The proceedings are expected to last till 2 April. 


Four Former Ministers Reassigned as Advise\’s 


AB2301153380 Dakar PANA in French 
1709 GMT 22 Mar 90 


[Text] Libreville, 22 Mar (AGP-GAB/PANA)—1 oday, 
Omar Bongo, the Gabonese head of state, appointed four 
former ministers, members of the previous government, 
to the post of presidential advisers, a presidential decree 
announced this evening in Libreville. 


Louis-Gaston Mayila, former minister of labor, becomes 
personal adviser to the president of the Republic in 
charge of development and public investments. Guy 
Nzouba-Ndama, former minister of national education, 
becomes adviser to the cabinet of the founding chairman 
of the Gabonese Democrat.c Party. Mr. Divungi- 
Di-Ndingue becomes the president's special adviser. 
Herve Mutsinga, former minister of state in charge of 
Transgabon Railways, becomes presidential special 
adviser in charge of special duties. Another presidential 
decree issued today and signed by President Bongo 
appointed Francois Owono-Nguema, former minister of 
State in charge of culture, as director of the board of 
Pizo-Shell. 


All these former ministers were dismissed following the 
social unease that prevailed at the time in their respec- 
tive ministries. 


These appointments were made just a few hours before 
the national conference which is scheduled to take place 
tomorrow to determine the status of the Gabonese 
Social-Democratic Rally, and while social tension 
resumed in the country during the past days after two 
weeks of calm, it was noted. 
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More Ministry, Other Officials Replaced 


AB2603122490 Dakar PANA in French 
1422 GMT 25 Mar 90 


[Text] Libreville, 25 Mar (AFP}—On 24 March in Libre- 
ville, Gabonese head of state Omar Bongo dismissed 
executives of the Ministry of Social Affairs, Finance, and 
Information, who have been opposed by their employees 
during strikes that have occurred for over several months 
now in Libreville and in the country’s interior. The 
personnel of the National Social Security Fund 
requested the dismissal of Omer Piancali, the managing 
director, and hi: deputy. Their request was granted and 
new cadres were appointed, including Tchipandi Tonda 
as AAnaging director, with Eyegue Ndong and Mous- 
savou Mouyama as deputies. 


At the Gabonese Bank for Development, where per- 
sonnel have been on strike for several weeks now, Mr. 
Mamaleiot, who has held his post for 20 years and was 
strongly opposed, has been replaced as managing 
director of the bank by Richard Onouviet, previously an 
advisor to the head of state. He has also been appointed 
advisor from the Presidency to the Prime Minister's 
office. He is also deputy director of the board of the 
Electricity and Water Corporation. 


Messrs. Wanys and Herve Brahim Retano, respectively 
permanent secretary and managing director of budget at 
the Ministry of Finance, have been dismissed. The latter 
becomes adviser at the Presidency for financial affairs, 
whereas the former has been reassigned to other duties 
and has been replaced by Ondo Methogo, who is an 
adviser at the Presidency until he takes over his new 
functions. 


The first change within the Ministry of Information took 
place with the disn.issal of Samuel Lambert, former 
permanent secretary and now appointed adviser at the 
Presidency. He has been replaced by Jean Ping. The 
management and coordination of activities at the Min- 
istry will be conducted by Daniel Ekomie, formerly an 
advisor to the minister of information. 
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Ethiopia 


‘Diplomatic Offensive’ Launched at West 
AB2703172990 Paris AFP in English 1720 GMT 
27 Mar 90 


[By Seyoum Ayele] 


[Text] Addis Ababa, March 27 (AFP)}—Ethiopia appears 
to be putting a major diplomatic offensive afloat to woo 
the West into its net on the strength of new policy reforms 
that mark a farewell to hardline Marxist practices. 


Kassa Kebede, a man believed close to head of state 
Mengistu Haile Mariam and responsible for foreign 
affairs in the ruling Workers’ Party Central Committee, 
left here Monday for Israel, the United States and 
Canada at the head oi a delegation. 


Another team led by alternate Politburo member Fasika 
Sidell, who is in charge of the economy in the party 
apparatus, left for Washington Friday in a bid to boost 
cooperation with the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 


Both Mr. Kassa and Mr. Fasika told the ETHIOPIAN 
NEWS AGENCY before leaving that one aim of their 
mission was to explain to Western leaders about 
sweeping reforms announced March 6 by the Central 
Committee introducing a mixed economy. 


The measures in effect shut the door against the hardline 
Marxist policies pursued by the authorities over the past 
15 revolutionary years. They also came in the wake of 
diminishing aid flow from Ethiopia's allies, themselves 
swept by the wave of reforms across East Europe. 


Observers thought it intriguing that Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Eduard Sheverdnadze left Ethiopia out of his cur- 
rent nine-nation African tour, perhaps a sign that 
Moscow was no longer fully behind its once staunchest 
adherent in Africa. 


With endemic famine and civil war sapping the coun- 
try’s economy—the war alone claiming 50 per cent or 
about 750 million dollars in recurrent expenditures each 
year—the writing on the wall clearly seems to read: “Go, 
out in search of new friends.” 


Mr. Kassa, who described the restoration last November 
of diplomatic ties with Israel as “historic” for the peo- 
ples of the two countries, is expected to meet with senior 
Israeli officials and heads of various organizations in Tel 
Aviv. He will probably press for increased Israeli mili- 
tary and economic support to make up for the backlash 
that the resumption of relations has provoked for his 
country in the Arab world. 
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Addis Ababa in recent weeks has been accusing 
unnamed Arab states of stepping up military and logis- 
lics support to Eritrean and Tigrean rebels, and univer- 
sity students demonstrated outside the Libyan and 
Sudanese embassies to demand “hands off Ethiopia” 
only ‘wo weeks ago. 


But it was also possible that the Ethiopians, in light of 
Israel's special relations with the United States, would 
seek Israeli influence to be brought to bear on Wash- 
ington which in the past has not been favourably dis- 
posed toward the Ethiopian leadership. 


Mr. Kassa will fly to Washington from Tel Aviv for a 
meeting with U.S. Secretary of State James Baker and 
members of Congress. 


Mr. Fasika, apart from talks with World Bank and IMF 
executives there, will also meet with U.S. AID officials in 
what appears to be a bid to woo back development 
assistance from the Americans. 


Though the U.S. has remained Ethiopia's single biggest 
donor of humanitarian aid throughout the recent famine 
years, Washington has long suspended all development 
aid to Ethiopia. 


In addition, Addis Ababa has appeared anxious to 
restore diplomatic relations, frozen at charge d'affaires 
level since 1980, to ambassadorial level. Ethiopia with- 
drew the name of its ambassador designate to Wash- 
ington last year after the Americans delayed his accep- 
tance by three months. 


From Washington, Mr. Kassa will proceed to Ottawa 
from talks with senior Canadian officials. His trip fol- 
lows one to Ethiopia last week by Canadian External 
Relations Minister Monique Landry who reportedly was 
impressed by the recent reforms in the country. 


Israeli Envoy Presents Credentials to Mengistu 


EA2403091990 Addis Ababa in Amharic 
to Neighboring Counties 1600 GMT 23 Mar 90 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam today 
received the credentials of the new Israeli ambassador 
accredited to the People’s Democratic Republic of Ethi- 
opia and bade farewell to the FRG ambassador. In a 
ceremony held this afternoon at the State Council, the 
Israeli ambassador, Mr. Meir Joffe, presented his creden- 
tials to Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam. Mr. Meir Joffe, 
the first Israeli ambassador to Ethiopia since the recent 
resumption of diplomatic relations bctween the two coun- 
tries, which had been broken for many years, said that his 
country was very happy at the resumption of diplomatic 
ties and believed that it would enhance the ancient and 
historic friendships between the peoples of the two coun- 
tries. He went on to say that it is his country’s firm wish to 
further develop relations for the mutual benefit of the 


peoples through mutual cooperation. 


WPE Offficial Leaves for Israel, U.S., Canada 


F.A2803125090 Addis Ahaha in Amharic 
to Neighboring Countries 1600 GMT 26 Mar 90 


[Excerpt] An Ethiopian delegation led by Comrade Kasa 
Kebede, member of the Workers’ Party of Ethiopia 
{[WPE] Central Committee and head of the Central 
Committee's foreign relations department, left Addis 
Ababa today for a working visit to Israel, the United 
States, and Canada. Comrade Kebede said before 
leaving that Ethiopia was acting on its long-standing 
principle of expanding relations based on equality with 
any country, and the delegation’s visit to the threv 
countries was being made in this context. 


He went on to say that Ethiopia's long-standing relations 
with Israel, which had been interrupted but recently 
restored, were historic and would be mutually beneficial 
for the two peoples. While in Israe!, the delegation will 
meet and hold talks with the government officials, 
leaders of organizations, and with Ethiopians, resident in 
the country, Comrade Kebede said. 


He went on to say that in United States, the delegation 
would hold talks with the secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, congressmen and other relevant officials. In 
Canada the delegation would fulfill a similar mission. 


The delegation would brief the officials of the three 
countries and Ethiopians residing there on the new 
political, economic, and social policies adopted by the 
lith regular session of the WPE Central Committee. 
Comrade Kebedes said. [passage omitted] 


Delegation Departs for World Bank-IMF Talks 


FA2503091890 Addis Ahaha Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 emt 23 Mar 90 


[Text] A meeting to assess Ethiopia's economic cooper- 
ation with the World Bank and the IMF will take place in 
Washington this week. 


Comrade Fasika Sidelil, alternate member of the Polit- 
ical bureau and secretary of the Workers Party of Ethi- 
opia [WPE] Central Commitice, left for Washington 
today at the head of high-level delegation, which 
includes senior officials from relevant institutions to 
take part in the assessment meeting. 


According to the ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY, Com- 
rade Fasika said the delegation would brief the two 
international organizations on the new economic policy 
adopted by the 11th regular session of the WPE Central 
Committee. He added that Ethiopia was one of the 
founding members of the two organizations and was 
receiving limited economic cooperation. However, the 
amount of money it has been (?recen ving) could not be 
said to be sufficient and in line with its relations with the 
organizations. 


He went on to say that the new economic policy adopted 
recently would strengthen our country’s cooperation with 
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the two organizations. Moreover, the Washington eco- 
nomic cooperation assessment meeting would prepare a 
(*basis) for detailed economic discussions in the future, he 
said. He added that the delegation would try to hold talks 
with American (aid) organizations, if possible. 


Somalia 


Ethiopia Said Fueling Situation in North 
AB2303131690 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 23 Mar 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Relations between Somalia and Ethiopia are 
apparently not as good as they might be. In 1938, they 
signed a peace agreement under which they agreed not to 
support rebels in each other's countries. But the Somali 
authorities seem to think that Ethiopia ts not keeping its 
part of the bargain, particularly Somali officials in the 
north of Somalia, where the SNM [Somali National 
Movement] has been waging war agains, government 
forces. Our correspondent, Said Bakar, has ):st been to 
the north with a ministerial delegation ana ~isited 
Hargeysa and other towns. He telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] During our stay in 
Hargeysa, we heard allegations that Ethiopia was not 
honoring the 1988 peace agreement and was still helping 
the rebel SNM. The commander of the 26th Army 
Sector, Colonel Abdellahi Ahmed Jamab, presented a 
reported to the visiting ministerial delegation which 
said, and | quote: that Ethiopia was directly involved in 
the current Somalia conflict by supplying the opposition 
groups with weapons and other miitary hardware. 


In a public speech, the governor of Hargeysa said that the 
current difficulties in northern Somalia had been artifi- 
cially created by the Ethiopians. The Ethiopians, he said, 
were continuing to add fuel to the fire. He said that when 
Ethiopia and Somalia signed the peace accord, he thought 
that Somalia could put all its efforts in the nation busiding. 
But, he said, the Ethiopians had succeeded in setting 
brother against brother and the Ethiopians were pleased 
with what they were doing. He said that during a recent 
meeting with his Ethiopian counterparts, some of them 
actually boasted that they had achieved their goal, which 
was [to] disunite the Somali people 


The leader of the visiting ministerial delegation, Interior 
Minister Colonel Abdulkadir Haji Mohamed, said that 
Somalia, for its part, was still honoring the peace agree- 
ment, and would continue to do so. We hope, he said, 
that the other side will fulfill their part of the bargain. 


Meanwhile, as we traveled around northern Somalia, at 
all times with a military escort, we saw ample evidence of 
continued fighting. We passed through sparsely popu- 
lated villages. | was told by local people that only last 
week, the settlement at (Arab Sio) was shelled by SNM 
rebels. Some people were killed and 29 were injured. 
[end recording] 
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State Names 9-Man Team To Negotiate With ANC 


MB2903091090 Johannesburg SAPA ir English 
0908 GMT 29 Mar 90 


[Text] Cape Town March 29 SAPA— The government 
has announced the names of a nine-man team which will 
negotiate with the ANC [African National Congress] on 
April 11 under the state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk 


They are the minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, 
the minister of constitutional development, Dr. Gerrit 
Viljoen, who announced the negotiating team on 
Thursday, the minister of mineral and energy affairs and 
public enterprises, Dr. Dawie de Villiers, the minister of 
justice, Mr. Kobie Coetsee, the minister of finance, Mr. 
Barend du Plessis, the minister of law and order, Mr. 
Adriaan Viok, the minister of education and develop- 
ment aid, Dr. Stoffel van der Merwe, and the deputy 
minister of constitutional development, Mr. Roclf 
Meyer. 


Making the announcement, Dr. Viljoen said he expected 
the ANC would soon announce its own list of negot‘a- 
tors. 


The sole purpose of the talks, scheduled to take place at 
a yet undisclosed venue in Cape Town, was to eliminate 
the perceived obstacles to constitutional negoiiations. 


“This is not a commencement of negotiations. That is a 
further stage.” 


Negotiations themselves were a two-step process that 
would first decide on how a negotiating conference 
should be structured and then decided on the func- 
tioning of such a body. 


The government had made its own views clear regarding 
negotiations themselves, stressing two important points: 


—Leaders participating in the talks had to clearly 
commit themselves to the peaceful road of a negoti- 
ated solution which implied the abandonment of 
violence, and; 

—Negotiation was not a one-to-one process bul was 
open to all political parties that had proven substantial 


support. 


“They should be as extensive and inclusive as possible,” 
Dr. Viljoen said. 


“The first stage is to gain maximum agreement, if not 
unanimity, as to who should be there and how it should 
function.” 


Asked how participants would be identified he said the 
“principal players” would probably identify who should 
be included and it was hoped consensus could bz reached 
on this. In any event, if there was dissent, he would 
favour an inclusive approach rather than an exclusive 
one. 
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Dr. Viljoen said an important position taken by the state 
president on February 2 was his expressed desire to 
normalise the political process. 


“The days of unilateral solutions are over. The credi- 
bility of the negotiating process depends on the degree of 
political freedom within which it functions.” 


The government's actions had so far reaped surprising!y 
good results in this respect. 


“But just as the removal of restrictions are essential, the 
commitment to the road of peace on the other side ts 
equally essential as a contribution to a normalised free 
political process. 


“Violence destroys the normal political process and 
undermines negotiation. The demands for peace are to 
ensure that the authenticity and the credibility of the 
political process 1s not sabotaged.” 


Political leaders should not express themselves directly 
or ambiguously in favour of violence, the minister said. 


In recent weeks a greater awareness of the complexities 
of the situation had grown among South Africans and 
among foreigners. There were many more participants in 
the political process than they had realised before. 


“Some of the myths about political groupings have been 
challenged. It 1s not a simple black-white confrontation 
but there are serious conflicts between groups and 
between different black groupings. 


“In general the government wants to express its under- 
standing and empathy with those communities which are 
disrupted through violence.” 


The current wave of violence was not attributable to the 
release of prisoners or lifting of restrictions as such 
violence had occurred previous to these steps. 


“But the government 1s determined and will employ all 
the means at its disposal to maintain law and order.” 


State Considers “Outside Mediator’ to Talks 


MB2303170490 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAI 
in English 23-29 Mar 90 pp 1, 3 


[By Shaun Johnson, in Windhock] 


[Text] There could be a role, after aii, for an outside 
“mediator” in the process of negotiations in South 
Africa, according to a background” document issued in 
Windhoek yesterday by the Department of Foreign 
Affairs [DFA]. 


Previously, government officials have reacted strongly 
against suggestions thai outsiders would be involved— 
but the DFA document says “the whole process could get 
off the ground through a mediator who calls all or some 
parties together for a first round of talks.” 
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The document—issued after President F.W. de Klerk’s 
address to the media at South-West Africa House yester- 
day—sets out the possible “strategy to be adopted in 
getting the negotiation process off the ground”. 


“The government holds the view that there should be 


pre-negotiations about the form (of the negotiatior. pro- 
cess), according to the document. 


“The question of chairmanship will also have to be 
addressed. Various options ranging from an independent 
chairman to collective chairmanship can be considered.” 


In addition “facilitators and mediators may be used to 
play a bridging role but only when necessary in case of a 
deadlock. For example, Kenneth Kaunda may exercise 


an important influence on the African National Congress 
grouping 1i — dea‘tlock should occur.” 


The document was issued in the wake of De Klerk’s 


astounding diplomatic coup during independence cele- 
brations in the Namubian capital this week. 


At a media briefing held at South-West Africa House in 
Windhoek yesterday, De Klerk revealed that he had held 
face-to-face meetings with no fewer than 19 top-rank 
international leaders—nine of them heads of state—in 
what was probably the most intensive bout of high-level 


diplomacy undertaken by a white South African in more 
than four decades. 


A visibly delighted De Klerk, in impressive form at the 
briefing, signalled that the possibilities for international 
co-operation had never been so good for the Pretoria 
government. “There was general acknowledgement of 
initiatives by the SA government which had created a 
totally new situation.” he said, and “there was also 


general acknowledgement that SA has an indispensable 
role in meeting the challenges facing the region”. 


Alt the same time, however, the DFA document served 
warning that the ANC is in for a rough ride from the 
government in maintaining its pre-eminent position as 
the chief negotiator on the opposite side of the table. 


Veitile setting out practical—and open-ended—ways in 
which impetus might be provided to the pre-negotiation 
process, the document raises questions about the ANC 
under the heading “Can the ANC control Violenc.”” 


“Does Mr Nelson Mandela control the voteless black 
millions : SA?” the document asks, saying “the problem 
is that he may have far less influence...than anyone 
expected”. 


The document reiterates the longstanding government 
suggestion that such divisions can be characterised as 
being a result of the existence of “two distinctive camos 
within the ANC and all its affiliated organisations.” 
“The wild hopes of an end to hunger, poverty and lack of 
housing, irresponsibly raised among the poor of SA by 
the ANC in exile now have to be met by an ANC 
legalised. 
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“At the same time the whole idea of negotiations does 
not go down well with the militants within the ranks of 
the ANC. They believe that negotiation and giving up 
the armed struggle is nothing less than ‘selling out’ the 
ANC’. 


All of this raises the question, say the government 
strategists, of “how big is the ANC’s support?” Drawing 
on a survey by the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (of which no specific details are given), the 
document concludes that the ANC’s support ts vastly 
overrated. For example, the “survcy™ concludes that “5! 
percent of all blacks don’t expect a good deal under a 
black majority government while 84 per cent think that 
a government representing all groups, but where there 
can be no domination of one group over another, is the 
answer to SA’s problems. 


* Mandela, De Klerk Roles in Negotiating Process 


340004944 London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL 
in English 23 Feb 90 pp 1-3 


{[Articie: “South Africa 1: Two Kings, One Crown] 


[Text] There can be only one ultimate consequence of 
President F.W. de Klerk’s unbanning of political organ- 
isations and release of Nelson Mandela—mayjority rule 
in South Africa. It is no longer possible to turn back. 


De Klerk has made this momentous decision because he 
believes South Africa nceds to re-enter the international 
community, not least ir the interests of whites. The end 
of the cold war makes it possible to do this on terms 
acceptable to South Africa's State Pres:dent. 


From the government's point of view, the negotiating 
process is on track in spite of cries of white alarm. De 
Klerk did not really expect Mandela to renounce the 
armed struggic. He kaew that Mandela, as well as being 
somewhat out of touch after 27 years in prison, would 
have to cultivaic 4 radical constituency by emphasising 
his commitment to the armed struggle, nationalisation, 
and other policies of the African National Congress 
(ANC). 


De Klerk has created for himself acres of political space. 
He may well have to lift further sections of the State of 
Emergency and release more political prisoners in the 
near future, although ke would no doubt prefer to keep 
as many cards as possible in order to piay them as part of 
a negotiating hand. De Klerk’s main concern now 1s to 
consolidate in preparation for a long period of negotia- 
tion and to try by all possible means to persuade the 
white electorate to catch up with him. He has ventured 
way ahead of his party. 


In effect the government has until the next scheduled 
general election, in 1994, to agree with other political 
forces a new Constitution based on one person, one vote. 
While the government will want the transition to be as 
lengthy as possibl., it will be under severe—perhaps 
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intolerable—pi essure to move faster. Government offi- 
cials, fascinated by events in the Soviet Union and 
dusting off their copies of Alexis de Tocqueville's polit- 
ical writings, say they are determined to keep control of 
the process. 


The government is well equipped for a long game. 
Experience, notably on Namibia, has given it impressive 
expertise. It retains control of the security forces, and 
while there is a risk that white soldiers and policemen 
may defect to the right, there is no chance of them going 
to the left, other than for individuals in difficult circum- 
stances such as former death-squad commander Captain 
Dirk Coetzee, who has left the Security Police and joined 
the ANC’s Military Intelligence organ. 


»* ‘earned from 
the longest 
-emcat ai first hand. 


One of the lessons that the governme>* ’ 
Namibia is that the public shoul 
time possible to see a liberation : 
This helps remove its mystique 1° allows the public, 
local and international, to appr. woe of its less 
appealing characteristics. Ai the samiz ume, the govern- 
ment wants to enter talks about talks as soon as possible 
$0 as to avoid any danger of the huge political emot.ons 
it has generated being channelled into any other divec- 
tion. 


While the government will try to negotiate over the 
longest possibile period, it must avoid accusations of bad 
faith. If such a charge were made to stick, De Klerk 
would lose much of his hard-earned international 
respectability. On the economic front, it has to halt 
inflation while trying to sell reform, not an easy combi- 
nation. 


The charge of bad faith is one of Mandela's trump cards. 
Such is his standing locally and internationally that such 
an accusation made by him against the government 
would have serious repercussions. 


Mandela appears to have succeeded in his immediate 
aim of establishing his credentials with the South African 
people and prodding ihe ANC into starting talks. He is 
less a politician who has run ahead of his party than one 
who has gone over its head. He has shown himself to 
have an instinctive understanding for the feelings of 
township residents over the age of 30 by appealing to 
children to stay in school and by denouncing the high 
level of crime. Many black South Africans prefer this 
language, coming from a man with impeccable nation- 
alist credentials, to the slogans they hear from other 
nationalist leaders. 


In time, once Mandela has seen talks under way, he may 
wish to cultivate a status as a supreme political umpire. 
who sits above the game and is able to pronounce upon 
whether or not the rules are being observed. Eventually. 
for example, he may wish tc retire to his ancestral home 
in the Transkei away from the hurly-burly of Soweto. 
This would help keep his semi-civine mystique intact. 
He could remain in touch by phone, fax machine anc 
personal audience, under the protection of the Transkei 
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Defence Force and of General Bantu Holomisa, now a 
frequent escort of his daughter Zinzi Mandela. 


Government sources see negotiations as leading not to a 
Lancaster House-style conference. but to a rolling pro- 
gramme of reform. thus smoothing over the constitu- 
tional transition. Should all parties agree on a formula 
for local government, for example, elections could be 
held to implement it while talks on a new national 
dispensation continue. A bill of rights could be imple- 
mented as and when it is agreed, without reference to 
State institutions. De Klerk does not wish negotiations to 
lead to a single document bringing in comprehensive 
constitutional changes. Continuity is the name of the 
government game. 


De Klerk’s closest government colleagues are Constitu- 
tional Development Minister Gerrit Viljoen and Justice 
Minister Kobie Coetsee. His key backroom advisers are 
top Broederbond intellectuals led by Broederbond 
chairman Professor Pieter de Lange and including pres- 
idential brother Wimpie de Klerk. 


The government is pinning its hopes on Mandela to carry 
the mass of black South Africans into an essentially 
moderate position. Security chiefs wish to prevent for as 
long as possible the return of ANC military leaders such 
as Chris Hani and Ronnie Kasrils, who could, in theory, 
be charged with serious criminal offences if they were to 
return without an offer of amnesty. Such an amnesty will 
no doubt be an early subject of negotiation. It could be 
tied to an amnesty for members of police death-squads. 


Government opposition to the early rcturn of the ANC 
soldiers has a rationale beyond the merely tactical. It is 
now of the highest importance to government strategists 
to manage the iransfer of power while keeping intact the 
symbols of national sovereignty. To allow home those 
who have attempted to overthrow the state by force 
without due negotiation—so government thinkers rea- 
son—would be to damage the authority not just of the 
government, but of the state. This is not an exercise in 
decolonisation. Moreover the government wants time 
and space to tinker with key institutions before they 
come under black control. Or, as one security official put 
it, the Nawonal Party does not want a future government 
to enjoy the same power which it has wielded. 


It is most unlikely that de Klerk himself will participate 
in the forthcoming great indaha on South Africa's future. 
And altnough Mandela will need to pasticipate for many 
months, it is possible that in time he may prefer to see 
the ANC represented by a younger man, such as Thabo 
Mbcki, the organisation's top negotiator. 


The Nationa! Party is most likely to be represented in 
talks by Dr Viljoen, who has the added advantage of 
being a past chairman of the Broederbond, the secret 
weapon in de Klerk’s political armoury. As for Inkatha, 
it would jump at the chance to be represented in such a 
forum. Although his support is regional rather than 
national, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi remains a key 
actor. 


10 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


With these three on board, more extreme forces in South 
African politics, such as the Conservative Party, may be 
hard put to stay out. On the Africanist side, the Pan- 
Africanist Congress (PAC) hopes to attack the ANC from 
the left, with the accusation that it is selling out. The 
PAC therefore will be reluctant to get involved in talks, 
but once the negotiations gain momeniun,, it will have to 
join in or see the country’s future settled over its head. 


The left, in the form of the Mass Democratic Movement 
(MDM) and the Africanists, has developed the habit of 
boycotting all government initiatives on principle. They 
have numbers on their side. MDM leaders, who are now 
free openly to join the ANC, plan to use their new 
political freedom to launch popular protest campaigns 
on housing, schools and hospitals, all of which are issues 
which command real popular support. The Africanists 
initiated the demonstrations against touring English 
cricketers. 


The right wing does not have numbers on its side but 
may resort to bombs and murder. Already the sinister 
Wit Wolve (‘White Wolves’) have issued death-threats 
against de Klerk and Mandela. There is a proliferation of 
bizarre far-right groups, such as the Gemeente van die 
Verbondsvolk (‘The Congregation of the People of the 
Covenant’), led by Manie Maritz, the son of a Boer War 
general. Eugene Terre’ Blanche’s authentically fascist 
Afrikaner Weerstandsheweging (‘Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement’) is enjoying a revival. The far right is known 
to have considerable support in the police. 


The role of the police, in fact, will be crucial. In recog- 
nition of the fact that the main field of strategic struggle 
has passed from outside to inside the country, the 
government has announced massive cuts in the Navy 
and Airforce especially and intends to pour resources 
into the police, where low morale, low pay and political 
disillusion are resulting in an average of 11 officers 
resigning every day. The police, long reputed to be a 
home for poorly-educated Afrikaners, must now show a 
political sensitivity which has not been its most notable 
characteristic in the past. Efforts to attract graduate 
entrants into the uniformed branch of the police have 
met with resistance from the rank-and-file. Police com- 
missioner Lieutenant-General Johan van der Merwe, 
although he has a law degree and is considered more of a 
verligte (‘enlightened’) than some of his predecessors, 
was an architect of the State of Emergency and will be 
much displeased by its eventual abolition. Insiders say it 
is hard to imagine the force accepting outsiders at the 
head of the uniformed branch. 


If things get really rough in the coming months or years, 
the government may have to call on the Army to carry 
out policing duties. The Army, generally considered less 
conservative than the police, is itself due for sweeping 
changes at the top. There are rumblings of discontent in 
the middle ranks, notably expressed in a secret meeting 
last October in the town of George. There have been 
other ugly rumours about coup-plots too, and no one 
should forget the trick played on Foreign Minister ‘Pik’ 
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Botha on the eve of Namibian elections last November. 
But the Army has a record of loyalty to its political 
masters and should keep faith. It is likely that, as the 
political negotiations progress, the Army will transform 
itself from its current status as a citizen army to a 
professional one, its officer corps overwhelmingly white. 
National Party politicians may encourage this transfor- 
mation as a backstop to political guarantees. 


No doubt the police will continue to shoot into crowds 
on occasion as it has done in the past. But unlike in the 
past, the government may escape serious international 
condemnation for as long as it is judged to be negotiating 
in good faith and keeping the police under some sort of 
restraint. The United States, British and Soviet govern- 
ments all understand de Klerk’s position. Here again 
international opinion will take its lead from Mandela. If 
the police commit some brutality or other and Mandela’s 
reaction is restrained, de Klerk can sleep easily. If 
Mandela accuses the government of gratuitous brutality, 
De Klerk has a problem. 


De Klerk has one more card up his sleeve. As part of the 
programme of rolling constitutional changes he could 
recreate the role of a ceremonial head of state as it 
existed before P.W. [Pik] Botha. Mandela could then 
become president and De Klerk prime minister. 
Although no government likes to give up power, De 
Klerk might resort to this if it were the only way of 
legitimising tough action by the security forces. 


De Klerk’s international charm offe: ive and the forth- 
coming reforms will enable him to challenge the liberal 
press’s dislike of the Pretoria government. International 
respectability will in turn help him stimulate the 
economy and win over conservative South Africans. 
Here the sporting boycott has a crucial role. Many 
whites, for example, would pay a high political price to 
see international rugby matches. They are fed up of 
watching Eastern Transvaal versus the Western Cape. 


White South Africans are at the imoment unprepared for 
the rough ride ahead. One of De Klerk’s main weapons 
here is the Broederbond. He is not only using it as his 
private think-tank, but is also using the teachers and 
ministers of religion who dominate the secret society to 
spread the message of change in classroom and pulpit. 


Mandela too will have his work cut out to educate his 
fellow-countrymen in the says of dialogue and change. 


South Africa’s fate now depends on a de Klerk-Mandela 
double act. By 1994, South Africa may have to choose 
one of the two as its president. 


De Klerk on Group Areas Plan, Apartheid 


MB2803112290 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 28 Mar 90 pp 1, 2 


{By Mike Robertson] 


{Text] Cape Town—President F.W. de Klerk said yes- 
terday he would disclose details of government's plans 
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concerning the Group Areas Act and continued enforced 
segregation of schools in his budget vote in two week- 
slime. 


De Klerk was responding in Parliament to Ken Andrew 
(DP {Democratic Party] Gardens) who asked him if 
government regarded the Group Areas Aci and enforced 
segregation at schools as being elements of statutory 
apartheid. 


In response to an earlier question from Andrew—on 
whether it was government's intention to remove the 
remains of statutory apartheid—De Klerk said apartheid 
was a purely political concept which neither appeared 
nor was defined anywhere in SA’s legislation. 


De Klerk said in his 17 years in Parliament he had never 
used the word apartheid in a positive sense, nor had he 
ever defended the concept of apartheid. 


If Andrew meant the removal of the discrimination on 
the basis of race or colour, it was government's declared 
view that this was unacceptable and had to be elimi- 
nated. 


‘As this is a continuous process, of which certain aspects 
have important constitutional implications, and is sub- 
jected to future negotiations, nor specific date or time- 
scale can be attached to it. It is certainly the intention of 
government to move rapidly.” 


Government's point of departure in regard to group 
areas and separate schools was that the diversity of the 
SA population had to be taken into account and the 
rights of minorities effectively protected. 


‘Against this background government does not regard 
the concept of a community life as discriminatory in 
itself, provided it is not established or maintained at the 
expense of other communities, or to their disadvantage. 


“The question of residential areas and schools is related 
to this. Government is in favour of steps which will bring 
about an own community life on a non-discriminatory 
basis. Methods of achieving this will form part of the 
constitutional negotiating process,” he said. 


Police Issue Unrest Keport for 2® Mar 


MB2903 101990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1009 GMT 29 Mar 90 


[Text] Pretoria March 29 SAPA—Herewith the unrest 
report provided by the SA Police public relations divi- 
sion in Pretoria. 


The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
“uring the past 24 honrs: 


At Nkululeko (Barkly East) a large mob stoned and 
damaged a policeman’s house. Two shots were fired to 
disperse the mob. No injuries were reported. 
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In another incident in the area, a mob plundered a 
policeman’s house. They carried his furniture outside 
and set fire to it. Extensive damage was caused. 


“At Mahwaga (Hibberdene) a large group of blacks 
attacked an opposing group and stabbed two women to 
death. A man and a woman were also injured and some 
30 huts were set alight. 


“At Magabeni (Umkomaas) three policemen were 
slightly injured when shots were fired at them. They 
returned the fire and arrested five men and two youths. 
No other injuries were reported. 


“At Kwadengezi (Near Pinetown) a large mob fired shot 
at a private vehicle and then set it alight. A man was 
futally wounded and a second man was wounded. When 
police arrived, stones were thrown at them. Tearsmcke 
and birdshot were used to disperse the mob. No other 
injuries were reported. 


At Sebokeng (West Rand) a number of incidents were 
reported. 


Stones and petrol-bombs were thrown at police vehicles 
and private dwellings. Damage was caused to a private 
dwelling when it was attacked with a petrol-bomb. 


“The home of a municipal policeman was extensively 
damaged in a petrol-bomb attack. In another incident, a 
policeman was injured when a police vehicle was stoned 
and damaged. 


“In another incident, a large mob gathered. When police 
arrived, the mob set a stolen bus in motion and let it run 
at the police. The police managed to stop the vehicle but 
the mob stoned them. The bus was fairly badly damaged. 
Tearsmoke was used to dis, *rse the mob. 


“At Evaton (Near Vanderbijlpark) a mob threw petrol- 
bombs at a shopping centre. Extensive damage was 
caused. The mob was dispersed with shotgun fire and 
two rounds from a service pistol. Three men were 
wounded and a youth was also injured. Five men and 
three youths were arrested. 


“In the Potchefstroom area, a train travelling between 
Cachet and Tarentaal stations was stoned by a group of 
blacks. The train driver was slightly injured. 


At Ikhutseng (Warrenton) a group of black youths tried 
to prevent scholars from attending school by inter- 
cepting them at the school gate. Police arrested a youth. 


“In another incident in this area, a large mob of youths 
gathered outside the council office. When police arrived, 
stones were thrown at them. A police vehicle was badly 
damaged. A siun-grenade and a rubber bullet were used 
to disperse the mob and two people were arrested.” 


At Maokeng (Kroonstad) a high school was damaged 
when it was stoned by a large group of scholars. 


At Soshanguve (Pretoria) a number of stone-throwing 
incidents were reported. 
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Two police vehicles were damaged—one in a stoning 
incident and the other in a petrol-bomb attack. 


Incidents were also reported in which mobs set fire to 
chairs and tables. In a stonethrowing incident, six 
policemen were injured and six people were arrested by 
the police. 


In another incident, two youths were arrested. Police 
made use of tearsmoke, rubber bullets and shotguns 
firing rubber shot. 


At Kanana (Orkney) a mob of youths stoned and dam- 
aged a bus. Police arrested two men and a woman. 


As is well known by now, wide-spread violence broke out 
in the greater Pietermaritzburg area yesterday (Wednes- 
day). A number of areas were involved. 


In all, 15 deaths have so far been reported but this figure 
may rise as police comb the area: 


At Edendale, police found the body of a black man with 
shotgun wounds in the neck and chest. A private vehicle 
was extensively damaged when it was attacked with 
stones and a petrol-bomb. 


In another incident in the area, a private vehicle was set 
alight and extensively damaged. 


At Caluza, a mob set fire to a number of dwellings 
Causing extensive damage. Police used tearsmoke, shot- 
guns and pistol fire to disperse the attackers. No casual- 
ties were reported. 


At Georgetown, a private vehicle was badly damaged 
when it was stoned by a mob. Police used rubber bullets 
and shotgun fire to disperse the attackers. 


In another incident in the area, petrolbombs were 
thrown at a police vehicle. Police dispersed the attackers 
with tearsmoke and shotgun fire and a man was 
wounded. At Mpumuza, a mob gathered in the street. 
When police arrived on the scene, shots were fired at 
them. A police vehicle was struck and damaged. Police 
used tearsmoke and shotgun fire (mainly birdshot) to 
disperse the mob. No injuries were reported. 


At Ashdown (Pietermaritzburg) police found the bodies 
of two men th gunshot wounds. A third man, who was 
found criticaliy wounded, subsequently died. 


At Gezubuso, police found the body of a 38-year-old 
blacx man. He had apparently been stabbed to death. 


At KwaShange, a large mob fired shots at an opposing 
group and plundered a shop. Police used rubber bullets 
and shotgun fire to disperse the mob and two men were 
arrested. 


Other incidents as follows: 


—A large group armed with pangas [large knives], knives 
and knobkerries [knob sticks] plundered shops and 
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dwellings and then set fire to them. About 1!20 pre- 
mises were involved. Extensive damage was caused. 
Police used tearsmoke and rubber bullets to disperse 
those responsible. 

—A mob set fire to about 100 houses, causing extensive 
damage. Police used shotguns and service pistols to 
disperse the attackers. Police found the bodies of eight 
people in the vicinity—all had stab wounds and burns. 

—Police found the bodies of two black men with bullet 
wounds in the head and neck. 


At Mehlomnyama (near Port Shepstone) police were 
helping a man to carry his furniture out of his damaged 
house, when shots were fired at them. Police searched 
huts in the area and seized a number of firearms (most of 
them home-made) and ammunition. 


At KwaMashu (Durban) a private dwelling was damaged 
by arsonists. 


‘Ominous, Aggressive’ Buildup Near Edendale 


MB2803 125590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1226 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Durban, March 28, SAPA—Thousands of Inkatha 
and opposing forces began gathering on the outskirts of 
Edendale on Wednesday [28 March] in an ominous, 
aggressive build-up described by one observer as the 
“brink of full-scale civil war.” 


After a violence-ridden two days of on-going fighting, 
shooting, petrol bombing and stone throwing following 
the Inkatha rally: held at Kings Park on Sunday, about 20 
houses were burning in Caluza where fighting has been 
particularly bad. 


As a pall of smoke spread across the valley many shots 
were heard on Wednesday. Barricades were thrown 
across roads and set alight and vehicles were also burned 
out. A police helicopter was overhead monitoring the 
situation. 


One resident said he thought Wednesday’s escalation of 
violence was in revenge for killing of a Sweetwaters chief, 
Mr. Nzikayezwa Zuma, and for the killing of Inkatha 
supporters who were travelling from the Kings Park rally 
on Sunday. 


Inkatha reinforcements are said to be streaming in from 
Sweetwaters and, in a countermove, the numbers of 
UDF [United Democratic Front]/ANC [African 
National Congress] supporters in Edendale are being 
supplemented by “ground troops”’ of comrades who are 
coming in from nearby Imbali. 


Mr. Dennis Bailey, Director of Sawubona Youth Trust 
which runs a refugee camp in Caluza, described the 
massing of opposing forces as ominous and a situation 
that brought the two sides to the brink of civil war. 


Thousands of workers did not go to work in the Pieter- 
maritzburg area on Wednesday as KwaZulu transport 
stopped serving the Edendale valley in the wake of one 
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but being torched and 20 others badly damaged while 
two drivers and seven passengers were hurt. The bus 
company has suffered damages of more than R300,000 
in two days. 


Mobs took over the KwaZulu buses to launch “revenge” 
attacks on Caluza, Mpumuza and Ashdown. 


The hijackers are understood to be incensed by years of 
running a gauntlet of stone-throwing in the Edendale 
area. 


On Tuesday, at Caluza near Edendale a crowd of about 
2000 were fighting a fierce battle until riot police got into 
the crowd to disperse them. The fighting soon started in 
another area close by. The police moved in again and the 
attackers were persuaded to leave Caluza. 


Later a crowd was seen to move to Mpumuza, but the 
police warded off the attackers. Edendale hospital staff 
worked round the clock to cope with shot, injured and 
burned people. Others, scared of going to Edendale, were 
treated in Northdale hospital. 


A person believed to have been burned in a petrol bomb 
attack is said to have died in Edendale Hospital. 


Many workers spent the night at their workplaces. 


On Wednesday many of the roads in the area had been 
blocked to traffic and were being patrolled by gangs of 
youths. Police warned drivers not to move into several 
areas. Democratic [DP] MP [member of parliament] 
Pierre Cronje said the crowd of Inkatha supporters were 
apparently angry because of incidents of alleged stoning 
of buses after the Sunday rally. 


He said the DP offices had received frantic calls from 
about 7.30 am on Tuesday, with residents claiming the 
huge crowd was gathering and wanted to attack at 
Caluza. 


Meanwhile, Caluza residents grouped together and 
called the police, who arrived as the Inkatha supporters 
attacked the first houses, Mr. Cronje said. 


Mr. Cronje commended the way in which the police had 
dispersed the crowds, by firing only a few shots, and said 
it proved that violence could be avoided. 


Mayor Urges Martial Law for Edendale 


MB2903 132790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1301 GMT 29 Mar 90 


[Text] Durban, March 29, SAPA—The mayor of Pieter- 
maritzburg, Mr. Mark Cornell, concerned that the vio- 
lence in townships outside the city will spill over into the 
central business district, has suggested that martial law 
be declared in the Edendale area. 


In another development aimed at ending the bloodshed 
which has claimed at least 15 lives since Sunday, Dr. 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi said in Ulundi on Thursday there 
was a possibility of Mr. Nelson Mandela and himself 
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addressing a joint mass rally in Pietermaritzburg next 
week on the violence. The date had not yet been fina- 
lised. 


“The need to eliminate black-on-black confrontation 
leading to violence is of such important to me that I 
would eve» share a platform with the UDF [United 
Democratic Front] or COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions] in order to be able to say that 
black leaders are now united in their opposition to 
violence,” he said in the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly. 


“Surely we have reached the stage where the elimination 
of violence can and must be put above partly political 
vested interests,” he said. 


Mr. Cornell said that he would like to see martial law 
declared. 


“Edendale is burning and I really fear that Maritzburg 
itself will become the scene of full-scale fighting. 


‘As it is, we have more than 2,000 black refugees living 
in white areas in Maritzburg and they have brought their 
feuds with them. Yesterday a 14-year-old youth was shot 
in Maritzburg. 


“We need more troops here. I know of many doing 
nothing in places like Potchefstroom when they could be 
solving the problems in this area,” said Mr. Cornell. 


He said he would also like to see the ANC [African 
National Congress] appoint a “peace representative” in 
the area—as Inkatha had already done—to accompany 
security forces and to point out troublemakers. 


“Until we work together, until there is an agreement, 
there will be no peace. 


“The people here at grassroots !evel—people like 
COSATU—want the troops here, but the ANC won't 
negotiate until the troops are out of the townships. But 
we cannot negotiate if there is chaos,” Mr. Cornell said. 


It is known that streets such as Retief and Berg Streets in 
the lower central business district of Maritzburg have 
already been divided into Inkatha and UDF areas. 


Mr. Cornell in 1987—when the present fighting between 
Inkatha and the UDF first erupted—also called for 
troops to stamp out the violence. 


ANC Leadership Calls for Judicial Inquiry 


MB2803 153790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1530 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 28, SAPA—The ANC 
[African National Congress] Internal Leadership Corps 
(ILC) has condemned police action that led to the death 
of 11 demonstrators in Vaal Triangle townships earlier 
this week, saying police claims of self-defence were not 
supported by evidence. 
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“We note with concern the tragic frequency of police 
killings of defenceless people in the Vaal since the 
Sharpeville shootings in 1960,” said a statement released 
to SAPA on Wednesday. 


The organisation called on the authorities to immedi- 
ately appoint a judicial commission of inquiry into the 
shootings, and also meet the communities representa- 
tives to iron out their grievances. 


Sebokeng Death Toll Rises to 11 on 27 Mar 


MB2803 109490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0942 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Johannesburg March 28 SAPA—A Sebokeng 
teacher was allegedly shot dead by police on Tuesday [27 
March] evening, following two days of clashes that left 
11 dead and hundreds injured in the Vereeniging town- 
ship. 


Anglican priest Canon Ben Photolo said the incident 
happened after police dispersed a group of youths and 
children gathered near a policeman’s house. 


The teacher, known only as Martin, was walking down 
the road on his way home and died instantly after police 
allegedly shot him. 


The official police report said a group attacked a police- 
man’s house with a petrol bomb and a man was shot 
dead after the policeman used his service pistol to defend 
himself. 


Sebokeng hospital superintendent, Dr. Anne van der 
Spuy, said the death toll rose to 11 on Tuesday night. 


One man was brought in dead on arrival with bullet 
wounds and another died in a hospital ward. 


About 70 people had been admitted to the hospital and 
460 treated this week. 


A youth was transferred to Baragwanath hospital after 
birdshot in the spine paralysed him, and a child was 
taken to St. John’s Eye hospital with a birdshot wound in 
the eye, Dr. van der Spuy said. 


Canon Photolo said the township was very tense on 
Wednesday with police patrolling the streets in mini- 
buses and vans. 


People had returned to work, but there was little activity 
in the schools. 


SA Police reported sporadic incidents of looting, arson 
and damage to vehicles. 


The body of a man with bullet wounds was found. 


arsmoke and rubber bullets were used in various 
idents and eight men arrested. 
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Mandela, Sisulu Visit Sebokeng Victims 


MB2803 151590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1510 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Sebokeng, March 28, SAPA—Senior ANC 
[African National Congress] leaders including Deputy 
President Nelson Mandela on Wednesday [28 March] 
made a personal visit to the victims of Monday’s 
shooting in Sebokeng that left at least 11 people dead. 


Internal ANC leaders, including Walter Sisulu and his 
wife, UDF [United Democratic Front] Deputy President 
Albertina Sisulu, Elias Moodsoaledi and Andrew Mlan- 
geni, and the Sebokeng Hospitals superintendent, 
walked around the wards with Mr. Mandela speaking to 
the injured who were conscious. 


“We wish you a speedy recovery. We are going to do 
something about this. We will take up this matter in a 
vigorous way,” Mr. Mandela told Zacharia Nhlapo, one 
of the injured. 


The man lay in obvious pain with his fist raised as the 
Mandela party surrounded his bed and comforted him. 
He had a birdshot wound in his chest, three in his small 
bowel, and three in his colon. 


Hundreds of excited patients and hospital staff greeted 
Mr. Mandela on his arrival at the hospital and filled the 
passages, singing and chanting praises to the ageing 
leader. 


Mr. Mandela declined to comment on Monday’s 
shooting, saying a full statement would be issued by the 
ANC on Thursday. 


After visiting the hospital, his motorcade drove through 
the streets of Sebokeng. 


Vlok Challenged on ‘Unprovoked Police Attack’ 


MB2803072490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0630 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Vereeniging March 27 SAPA—At least 14 people 
were allegedly shot and killed and up to 2,000 treated in 
the wave of violence that swept Vaal Triangle townships 
on Monday [26 March], according to Bavumile Vilikazi 
of the Vaal Civic Association. 


Addressing a news conference on Tuesday in Vereenig- 
ing, Mr. Vilikazi said the total went up to 14 when 
another victim lost his life while in the Sebokeng hospital 
on Tuesday evening. 


He said 11 bodies had been identified by residents, but 
their next of kin had not been informed. 


Mr. Vilikazi challenged the minister of law and order, 
Adriaan Vlok, to come out clearly against what residents 
believed was an unprovoked police attack on them. 


“Mr. Vilok’s statement—he blamed the violence in the 
area on agitators—was irresponsible and devoid of any 
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truth. I challenge the minister to explain the real circum- 
stances of the shootings,” he said. 


“Who gave orders to shoot at the peaceful demonstra- 
tors?” he asked. 


A lawyer at the conference, Firoz Cachalia, revealed he 
had been instructed to institute legal proceedings against 


police. 


Meanwhile, the UDF [United Democratic Front] has 
also come out against the police action in the Vaal 
Triangle, charging it made a mockery of reformist 
speeches by senior government officials. 


In a statement sent to SAPA late on Tuesday, the 
Organisation expressed outrage at the killings and said a 
general pattern had emerged over the weeks which 
“consistently shows the police becoming more and more 
violent in their dealings with legitimate and peaceful 
protests”. 


“Their actions do not at all reflect the public positions of 
reforms espoused by their leaders. What happened in 
Sebokeng yesterday, in Soweto on Saturday, in Witbank, 
Klerksdorp and Potchefstroom last week, tells a sad story 
of a police force whose basic training has always been to 
put blacks in their place,” said the anti-apartheid coali- 
tion. 


Increase in Welkom Violence; Whites Beat Blacks 


MB2603114590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1125 GMT 26 Mar 90 


[Text] Johannesburg March 26 SAPA—Welkom police 
face “a spiral of lawlessness and violence” in the Free 
State [OFS] town, acting district commissioner Col. H.B. 
Heymans said on Monday [26 March]. 


Police were investigating various charges and appealed 
to the public to stay calm and stop spreading rumours, he 
said. 


On Friday, white men chased and beat black men with 
sjamboks [whips] and knobkerries [knob sticks]. No 
charges had been laid, according to SA Police liaison 
officer for the northern OFS, Maj. Johann Fouche. 


Whites with “fear psychosis”’ were arming themselves 
with guns, combat knives and other weapons and patrol- 
ling their areas to protect their property, Col. Heymans 
said. 


Police arrested five white men last week in connection 
with the murder of a black man. He was found dead in 
St. Helena suvurb. 


The men appeared in court on Friday. They are David 
Ruthven, 39, Pieter Ruthven, 34, Jacobus Fourie, 41, 
Sarel Schutte, 33, and Johannes Botha, 19. 


Col. Hemans said whites in Welkom were chasing blacks 
out of town, and those wanting to shop in the town were 
being intimidated by other blacks. 
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Alternative structures of vigilantes were emerging as 
people took the law into their own hands. 


He said a march of 6,000 mineworkers or a truck with 
AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] flags “racing 
through the twon” could be frightening to some people, 
and this was what often sparked off rumours and fear. 


He described the situation as “a diabolical circle of 
violence where no-one can win.” 


Police were trying to contain the situation. “We are 
trying to put things into perspective,” he said. 


Police To Reinforce Unrest Area Patrols 


MB2603155690 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 26 Mar 90 


[Text] The minister of law and order, Mr. Adriaan Vlok, 
says that the police are to reinforce their patrols in areas 
where there is unrest and violence. 


Mr. Vlok was speaking at Vanderbijlpark, where he held 
talks with senior police officers in the Vaal triangle. 


He assured the public that the situation was under 
control and urged people to curb their emotions. 


Referring to incidents in Welkom earlier this week, he 
said that people who took the law into their own hands 
would be punished severely. Mr. Vlux said that police 
would use volunteers and called on people to join the 
reservists. Mr. Vlok said that every member of the public 
had a right to protect himself but warned against exces- 
sive violence. 


Mr. Vlok is to hold similar talks in Bloemfontein and 
Welkom. 


The talks, which were organized by the Conservative 
Party MP for Overvaal, Mr. Koos van der Merwe, were 
attended by mayors, deputy mayors, and members of the 
management committees of Vanderbijlpark and 
Vereeniging. 


Mr. van de Merwe said he had invited Mr. Vlok to the 
area because he was concerned about the safety of white 
residents. After the talks, he said ne was satisfied but that 
he still called on the government not to allow black 
marches and demonstrations in white areas. 


Vlok To Investigate KwaNobuhle Allegations 


MB2303 145190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1438 GMT 23 Mar 90 


[Text] Port Elizabeth March 23 SAPA—Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Vlok says allegations about irregulari- 
ties in police conduct in the trouble-torn KwaNobuhle 
black township near Uitenhage in the eastern Cape over 
the past few weeks will be investigated and addressed. 


Speaking after a meeting at Uitenhage with representa- 
tives of the UDF [United Democratic Front] and Mass 
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Democratic Movement on the one hand, and the Pan 
Africanist Movement on the other, Mr Vlok said he 
realised there was much hard work ahead before a lasting 
solution could be found to the problems in the area. 


Violence in KwaNobuhle resulted in at least 10 deaths in 
the township over the past few weeks, SABC radio news 
reported. 


Mr Vlok said a solution could be found only if all 
concerned had a change of heart and worked together. 


After Friday’s meeting, UDF spokesman Wanga Nakala 
said Mr Vlok had given an undertaking that the police 
would not interfere in future in political squabbles at 
KwaNobuhle. 


He said another meeting between the minister and the 
feuding organisations had been scheduled provisionally 
for the end of April. 


Viok Claims Mandela Release May Boost Violence 


MB2703175190 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] The South African minister of law and order, Mr. 
Adriaan Vlok, says the release of the ANC [African 
National Congress] deputy president, Mr. Nelson Man- 
dela, could have contributed to recent violence and 
unrest in South Africa. 


Mr. Viok was speaking in Braamfontein, where he had 

* met leaders of various organizations, including the ANC, 
to discuss the unrest in South Africa. He said the fact 
that black school pupils were ignoring Mr. Mandela’s call 
for them to return to school should be a lesson for the 
ANC. The action of the pupils was proof that the wishes 
of the ANC were not being carried out. Mr. Vlok said all 
the representatives at the discussions had agreed that the 
violence in South Africa had to end. There would have to 
be a change of attitude among all South Africans. 


Mandela Interviewed on Political Solution 


PM2603161690 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
22 Mar 90 p 4 


[Interview with African National Congress Deputy 
Chairman Nelson Mandela by Philippe Mudry: date and 
place not given] 


[Text] [Mudry] How do you judge the situation in South 
Africa six weeks after your release? 


[Mandela] The situation is promising. The meeting 
which is due to be held in Cape Town on II April 
between the government and our organization, the 
African National Congress [ANC], shows that we are 
approaching, an agreement. We can then go ahead with 
the Constitution. That is why I am optimistic, despite 
the current unrest. It seems to me that we are 
approaching a political solution. 
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{[Mudry] You have called on those who are indulging in 
violence to “throw their weapons into the sea.” And yet, 
there are a growing number of clashes in the country, 
notably among blacks who are divided by political 
allegiance—the ANC against Inkhata—or by ethnic alle- 
giance—Xhosas against Zulus. Are you not disappointed 
and worried? 


[Mandela] Violence, particularly uncontrolled violence, 
is very worrying because it can be exploited by irrespon- 
sible elements. We regret it. But we are trying to end all 
these disturbances. On Monday evening | spoke on the 
telephone with Mangosuthu Buthelezi, chief of the Zulu 
Inkhata movement and prime minister of KwaZulu (the 
autonomous Zulu state created by apartheid legisla- 
tion—LE FIGARO editor's note). We had a very inter- 
esting conversation. After my return from Namibia, 
where I am attending the independence celebrations, | 
hope to be able to arrange a meeting with him for 
discussions. | also plan to visit many areas in the country 
where violence prevails. 


Warring Brothers 


{Mudry] Were you surprised by this agitation which 
broke out after your release? 


[Mandela] To be frank, I had not thought about it much. 
Of course, I expected the violence to continue in Natal, 
where KwaZulu, the Zulus’ homeland, is situated. We 
have already taken action to end it. The ANC, like 
Inkhata, has done its best to solve this problem. 


{[Mudry] You say the ANC and Inkhata. However, these 
organizations are traditional enemies. 


[Mandela] Yes, yes. Absolutely. The two organizations 
have done their best. But we must go further, particularly 
by having talks with Mr Buthelezi. We will probably 
manage to calm the situation down together. We intend 
to hold two series of meetings with Goodwill Zwelthini, 
the king of the Zulus, and with Mr Buthelezi. | am busy 
arranging a meeting between ANC Executive Committee 
member Walter Sisulu and those two prominent figures. 
That was what I discussed with Buthelezi yesterday 
evening. After Walter Sisulu has seen the king and Mr 
Buthelezi, I will go to KwaZulu to see them, too. My 
meeting with Buthelezi will have the purpose of making 
practical decisions to end the clashes in KwaZulu. This 
meeting could take place before the meeting with the 
government. The sooner the better. 


{[Mudry] Do you think that Buthelezi shares your view? 


[Mandela] I spoke to him for the second time yesterday 
evening, Our approach is the same. 


The White Minority’s Rights 


[Mudry] Do you think that he is influential enough to 
calm his troops? And do you think that your members 
will obey you? 
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[Mandela] Certainly. We have consulted them. My 
appeal has been well heeded. But that is not enough. We 
must take further initiatives. For instance, Buthelezi and 
I must hold meetings together to address our local 
officials. I hope that there will be many such meetings. I 
am sure that Buthelezi will agree with that. The ANC 
and Inkhata can solve the problem together. But there 
are others. There is the problem of police provocation 
and provocation by criminals in this violence. There is 
much evidence that the police have tried to poison the 
situation. That is madness. 


{[Mudry] In such an atmosphere, do you think that it is 
wise to ask for the state of emergency to be lifted, as you 
are doing? 


[Mandela] A state of emergency has been declared on 
three different occasions. It has achieved nothing. Vio- 
lence has increased, despite the state of emergency. 


[Mudry] Is the lifting of the state of emergency therefore 
still one of the preconditions which you put forward for 
opening real negotiations? 


| Mandela] Yes. We cannot behave normally under the 
siate of emergency, when it is possible to be detained 
without trial, at the police’s discretion. 


|Mudry] To what will the |! April meeting with the 
government relate? 


[Mandela] We are meeting only to persuade the govern- 
ment to lift the latest obstacles to negotiations. First, the 
return of all exiles, thanks to a general amnesty. Second, 
the release of all political prisoners: in other words those 
whose crimes—be they murders, thefts, or anything 
else—had a political motive. Finally, we want the state of 
emergency lifted. I am very confident, because I think 
that the government has no argument against these three 
demands. There is no doubt that if these three obstacles 
are removed, the situation in the country will improve 
considerably. 


[Mudry] How do you view future negotiations, those 
which will follow the | 1 April meeting? Who will partic- 
ipate in them? Will the ANC be on one side and the 
government on the other? Or will there be other organi- 
zations around the table? 


[Mandela] That will be decided between the government 
and us. An essential problem, which can only be solved 
between the ANC and the government, is that of the 
cessation of hostilities. The ANC is the only movement 
which practices the armed struggle. There will therefore 
be discussions on that between the government and the 
ANC. After that, we will decide how those who wish to 
sit at the negotiating table will be mandated. Anybody 
who wants to take part will have to be chosen by the 
people. We do not want appointed people. The organi- 
zation of nonracial elections is absolutely vital. We 
cannot accept other methods. 


{Mudry] Is that also true of the homeland leaders? 
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[Mandela] All will have to be chosen democratically and 
not by the government. We will not accept any form of 
election whose organization is based on race. 


{Mudry] Are you in favor of stepping up the armed 
struggle, as some ANC leaders are demanding? 


[Mandela] Yes. Nothing has happened which justifies a 
change of strategy. 


{Mudry] You have called for the intensification of inter- 
national sanctions against South Africa and the stepping 
up of the Pretoria government's diplomatic isolation. 
Why? 


[Mandela] All apartheid’s pillars are still in place. As 
long as that lasts, all the action taken to destroy apart- 
heid will have to be continued. 


{[Mudry] What sectors of the economy, what firms do you 
plan to nationalize? 


[Mandela] In our reference document, the freedom 
charter, published in 1955, we stated that we advocated 
the nationalization of the mines, of monopoly industries, 
banks, and financial institutions. The rest of the 
economy will be based on free enterprise. But what is 
more important is that we do not intend to make these 
decisions over people’s heads. We will discuss them, that 
will be part of the negotiations. 


{[Mudry] What do you think of the notion of “minority 
rights” which the “overnment is putting forward? Thus, 
if there is a new political system of “one man one vote” 
Pretoria wants to protect the whites. There are 20 
million blacks, and fewer than 5 million whites. 


[Mandela] We totally reject this notion. There is no need 
for it. We will guarantee the rights of each individual in 
a charter. That is enough to protect the minorities’ 
rights. As regards culture, languages, and education, we 
have clearly stated that, in addition to public education 
open to all, any community which wishes to open a 
private school teaching in its own language will be free to 
do so. 


Gorbachev's Courage 


{Mudry] What do you think of the current revolution in 
Eastern Europe? 


[Mandela] | cannot say much on the subject for lack of 
information. The best thing to do is to go there. What | 
can tell you is that President Gorbachev is the only world 
leader to have had the courage to state openly that the 
system to which he has devoted his life has serious 
shortcomings. | would like to know which Western 
statesman could be compared to him. Who will stand up 
and say “colonialism, imperialism, which brought such 
suffering, were bad systems?” Gorbachev has had the 
honesty and courage to say that communism made 
mistakes. 


{[Mudry] Do you intend to visit France? 
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[Mandela] Yes, of course. { admire President Mitterrand 
who showed great courage in the resistance against the 
German occupation. I like his socialist policy. His wife 
Danielle has given us great support in the struggle against 
apartheid. I am impatient t« meet them. We are exam- 
ining possible dates for such .. visit, but nothing has been 
decided. 


Mandela Meets Soweto City Council 


MB2803 163090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1617 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 28, SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] Deputy President Nelson Mandela 
held a mecting behind closed doors with representatives 
of the Soweto City Council on Wednesday, a statement 
by the council said. 


Several issues, including current political events, were 
discussed, but no details were revealed. 


The council said Mr. Mandela would report back to the 
Soweto Civic Association and other extra-parliamentary 
groups. 


The council delegation was led by Soweto mayor, Sam 
Mkhwanazi. 


Mandela Urges ‘Change of Tactics’ in Education 


MB2803 102990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1004 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[By Joan Fubbs] 


[Text] Johannesburg March 28 SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] Deputy President Nelson Mandela 
on Tuesday [27 March] called for a change of tactics in 
breaking the crisis in black education and promised to 
speak to State President F.W. de Klerk if necessary. 


Mr. Mandela addressed a sub-group of more than 150 
teachers of the National Education Union of South 
Africa from Orlando, Soweto, at the Orlando Wesi High 
School. 


“Your grievances are valid and longstanding but perhaps 
new tactics must be used to persuade the authorities to 
address your demands,” he said. 


“Ifthe Minister (Dr. Stoffel van der Merwe) cannot solve 
the crisis in black education then | will intervene to 
facilitate talks with President (F.W.) de Klerk.” 


He expressed concern that the protracted strike had gone 
on for three weeks. “I am deeply concerned about the 
teachers’ strike, our students cannot afford to miss 
school and | appealed to the teachers not to allow their 
grievances to aggravate the students lack of schooling,” 
Mr. Mandela said later at the ANC offices in Johannes- 
burg. 
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During his address in Orlando West he called on the 
youth to go back to school and prepare for their future 
role as leaders in the community. 


A highschool principal, who was present when Mr. 
Mandela addressed the group, said the majority of the 
teachers saw this as a sign of hope. 


“The teachers want to teach; they do not wish to 
abandon their students but perhaps they have got bogged 
down in tactics that are leading nowhere.” an Orlando 
principal said on Wednesday. 


A spokesman for the striking teachers said that until a 
deiegation had met Dr. van der Merwe on Wednesday 
and they had received a report back, they would not 
make a decision on when they would return to school. 


“I hope it will be a well-considered decision,” said the 
spokesman. 


The United Democratic Front [UDF] ‘aid there was no 
contradiction in Mr. Mandela’s call for striking teachers 
10 return to school and the teachers’ action. 


“Mr Mandela is concerned that their strategy 1s not 
working and that other strategies and tactics must be 


Transvaal Region said o 


Teachers involved in he strike said many of their 
problems were of a locgl nature which could be imme- 
diately addressed. They said they found DET’s [Depart- 
ment of Education and Training] routine response that 
nothing could be changed because “it was policy” very 
frustrating and a further example of delaying tactics. 


Nevertheless some teachers felt that Mr. Piet Maree, 
deputy minister of education and training was now 
prepared to listen to some of their grievances. 


“But the crisis is so serious that time for listening must 
lead immediately to action.” an Orlando West teacher 
said on Wednesday. 


ANC Confirms Planned KwaZulu Talks 


MB2703210090 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] News received a short while ago: The ANC 
[African National Congress] is reported to have con- 
firmed that separate meetings will take place between the 
organization’s deputy president, Mr. Nelson Mandela, 
and King Goodwill Zwelithini and Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 


However, no indication was given on the date of the 
talks, which will deal with the violence in Natal. 


In a statement sent to SAPA and signed by a senior ANC 
member, Mr. Ahmed Kathrada, the organization said 
the meeting with King Zwelithini would take place at the 
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Roya! House, in Nongoma, while that of Mr. Buthelezi 
would be held in Mhiabathini. 


A date for the meetings is still to be decided. 


PAC Asks Holomisa To Mediate ANC Talks 


MB2703132790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1302 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] Umtata March 27 SAPA—Pan-Africanist Cov- 
gress [PAC] internal general-secretary M. Mangqgang- 
wana has called on the chairman of the Transkei Military 
Council, Maj-Gen Bantu Holomisa, to mediate between 
the African National Congress and the PAC. 


According to the Transkei Broadcasting Corporation, 
the call came at a Sharpeville commemoration rally in 
Umiata, at the weekend. 


Mr Mangqangwana said unity came before negotiations. 
Gen Holomisa could do better than Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu, for instance, in bringing the two bodies 
together, because the archbishop had constantly ignored 
the PAC in his trips abroad. 


The PAC would not reject blacks who found themselves 
trapped in the Bantustan situation. He praised Gen 
Holomisa’s decision to call a referendum to test the 
people's views On reincorporation into South Africa. 


Nujoma’s Personal Security Chief Former ‘Spy’ 


MB2603112490 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 26 Mar 90 p 3 


[By Billy Paddock] 


[Text] Namibia's President Sam Nujoma has appointed 
former SA spy and security police major Derek Brune as 
his personal security chief. 


Internal SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organi- 
zation] activists and trade unionists were incredulous 
when they saw the man who had dedicated his adult life 
to sinister battles with the enemies of apartheid over- 
secing security operations during the independence cel- 
ebrations lzst eek. 


SWA [South-West Africa] Police Chief Inspector Brune 
infiltrated NUSAS [National Union of South African 
Students] as a police spy at Wits [Witwatersrand] Uni- 
versity during the 1970s before openly joining the secu- 
rity police, for whom he worked for 10 years. 


One of his SWAPOL [South-West African Police] col- 
leagues, now Namibian Police liaison department Chief 
Inspector Kierie Durand, identified Brune as controller 
of SA agent and ANC [African National Congress] 
infiltrator Olivia Forsyth, and as northern Namibia 
police intelligence operations second-in-command. 


Brune was entrusted with distributing information 
during SWAPO’s incursion last April, Durand said. 
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His last assignment as an SA security police major was 
guarding foreign dignitaries who visited the country. 


Durand said: “Things have turned out in quite an 
amazing way—Brune was a spy whose job was putting 
SWAPO in the worst possible light, and now he is the 
protector of the leader of SWAPO.” 


* SWAPO spokesman said Brune’s appointment was in 
line with Nujoma’s promise of letting “bygones be 
bygones in the spirit of national reconciliation.”’. 


The appointment has caused some concern, however. 


Once Namibian trade unionist said: “How can he ever 
be trusted? He is an ex-Koevoet man and his whole past 
is one of living a lie, and being sinister.” 


“He will be privy to everything Nujyoma does. It's a 
betrayal of the struggle.” 


Meanwhile, the SWAPO-led government is embroiled in 
another controversy in which it is being accused of 
flaunting democracy and wasting money on a R20m 
[Rand 20 million] cabinet village. 


Last week, before independence, Prime Minister desig- 
nate Hage Geingob sent a letter of Civic Affairs and 
Manpower Secretary Sakkie van der Merwe instructing 
him to set in motion the building of the R20m village to 
house the cabinet and deputy ministers. 


Democratic Turnhalle Alliance acting President 
Mishake Muyongo said the Prime Minister was flaunting 
democracy, because only the country’s National 
Assembly could authorise that kind of expenditure and 
the matter had not been raised. 


28 Mar Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
M2?°'2803 125290 


{Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


Inquiry Into Sebokeng Killings—‘*Nothing can be more 
importani—or more urgent—than the investigation 
promised by the Minister of Law and Order into the 
killings at Sebokeng,” affirms a page 22 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 28 March. “The 
Sebokeng showdown does not fit the pattern (obscure as 
it may be) of randori, almost anarchic violence that has 
assailed townships since President de Klerk’s speech last 
month. Awakened expectations may have had something 
to do with it; and perhaps banning this march—when so 
many others were permitted—was provocative.” 


Less White Resistance To Abolition of Group Areas—A 
second editorial on the same page observes that the 
abolition of the Group Areas Act is a “critical and urgent 
first step towards creating better cities for an expanding 


20 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


population,” according to a report by the Urban Foun- 
dation. The foun:ation also notes “what everyday obser- 
vation has already confirmed for many South Africans: 
white resistance to racial integration is smaller than 
generally believed.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Reasons for Continuing Violence Unclear— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 28 March 
in 2 page 8 editorial states: “President de Klerk has 
opened the way for the 4.NC to seek redress legally by 
negotiation, and an 2itempt is in fact under way to 
arrange the first meeting to that end. But on the ground, 
the mass of township dwellers, including teachers, union 
members, students and other groups, are simply 
unwilling to wait for the ANC’s negotiations. Whether 
they lack faith in the ANC or whether they hope to 
strengthen the ANC’s hand in the bargaining is not yet 
clear.” But the demonstrators have embarked on a 
“dangerous course” since the “continuing violence will 
erode the National Party’s power base, so that the 
crowds find themselves face to face wiih police and 
soldiers commanded by the Conservati? Party.” 


SOWETAN 


Land Acts ‘Root’ of Apartheid—*The roots of the injus- 
tice in the Group Areas Act are the Land Acts of 1913 
and 1936, laws that reserved most of our land for whites 
only.” notes a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 28 March. “The disparities 
between white and black incomes will make it difficult 
for the less privileged to compete for land and housing 
on the open market. The repeal of the Group Areas Act 
will increase the cost of land and houses.” Therefore, 
“when the government does think of dismantling apart- 
heid, it will have to find solutions that take all this into 
account and that tackle the problem at the roots.” 


29 Mar Press Review 
MB2903111390 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Tutu’s Opposition to Armed Struggle Welcomed—* When 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu says that the African 
National Congress should renounce its policy of armed 
resistance, we can only say Hallelujah, Archbishop Tutu 
has at last seen the light of day.” declares Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 28 March in its page 6 
editorial. The government has “done everything it can to 
create conditions for peaceful negotiations” so “there is 
no need for the armed struggle’. 


THE STAR 


Democrats May ‘Convezge’ With Others— Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 29 March in a page 26 editorial 
says the Democratic Party (DP) was “over-eager in 
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encouraging the Governme’ it’s moves by actually sup- 
porting this year’s main budget. There was still room for 
pushing the ruling party harder. Nevertheless, as a long- 
term scenario—assuming an optimistic outcome for 
reform measures—the DP is probably not wrong in 
suggesting there may come a time when it will converge 
with other political forces in a larger national movement, 
provided there 1s conversion to its philosophies.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Free Settlement Areas ‘Intermediate Stepp— Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 29 March in a page 
8 editorial says it differs with the Urban Foundation’s 
rejection of the free settlement areas as “intermediate 
steps” to abolishing the Group Areas Act. BUSINESS 
DAY believes the free settlement areas give “a legal start 
to residential segregation,” and also give “some exemp- 
tion from the racial barriers and may or may not be an 
incremental process in which group areas increasingly 
fall away while the legislation remains to appease the 
restless right.” “We would rather do it rationally, but as 
government is not persuadable let's do it irrationally, 
exploit the free settlement areas gap from municipalites 
to metropoles, and go for another bout of reform by 
chaos.” 


SOWETAN 


Words Cannot Stop Natal Violence—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 29 March in a page 6 editorial 
says the violence in Natal has “reached such frightening 
proportions that more than mere words are needed to 
stop it.” “Today people are no longer fighting because of 
ideological differerces. They are no longer fighting for 
the original reasons. It is now a phenomenon of angry 
people avenging the deaths of relatives or friends.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Hope for Angolan, Mozambican Peace—The “flurry of 
high-level diplomatic activity” last week offers “some 
hope” that progress will be made in bringing peace to 
Angola and Mozambique “which continue to be racked 
by civil war even though SADF [South African Defense 
Force] involvement in these territories has ceased,” 
observes a page 10 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 26 March. However, in Angola “continu- 
ing aid to Dr. Savimbi and UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola] by the United States 
is prolonging this tragic conflict.” 


Open Schools Plan Departure From NP Policy—A page 8 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 27 
March states: “While the all-or-nothing brigade may 
scoff at Mr. Pict Clase’s announcement of the govern- 
ment’s willingness to accept racially mixed state schools, 
on the grounds that the whole education system requires 
to be integrated under a single department, the minis- 
ter’s outline of plans that could be implemented as soon 
as next year is a departure from Nationalist policy of 
enormous significance.” Once one city becomes “open”, 
once a few government schools open their doors to 
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children of all races, “the process of what used to be 
‘called ‘normalization’ will be set in operation.” 


THE NATAL WITNESS 


West's ‘Favorable’ Impression of De Klerk— 
Pietermaritzburg THE NATAL WITNESS in English on 
22 March says in a page | 2 editorial that “although it is 
too soon to gauge the effect of Mr. de Klerk’s words on 
‘nS Western listeners” at the Namibian independence 
celebrations, the state president “must have confirmed 
the favourable impression the world has of him.” 
“Another indication of the growing rapprochement 
between the leaders of southern Africa is the length of the 
discussions held in Windhoek between Mr. de Klerk and 
the leaders of Angola and Mozambique. Only Zimba- 
bwe’s Mugabe “remains the odd man out, prepared to 
trade with but not be seen in the company of South 
Africans.” 


DIE BURGER 


Baker's Visit ‘Unusual’ Recognition—U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker's arrival in Cape Town shows 
“unusual U.S. recognition of the South African Govern- 
ment’s role and position in the subcontinent,” notes a 
page 16 editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in 
Afrikaans on 22 March. “The mere fact that Mr. Baker 
officially came to Tuynhuys to meet with the South 
African head of state, says a great deal. By doing so direct 
recognition has been given to developments in South and 
southern Africa which was made possible by the South 
African Government's initiatives. The pity is that the 
United States cannot make significant contributions to 
such developments today. The harsh reality is simply 
that the stream of U.S. withdrawal from the region 
drastically diminished U.S. influence in South Africa. 
Highly placed Americans can, therefore, not be too 
grateful toward sanctioneers such as Archbishop Des- 
mond Tutu.” 


BEELD 


‘High Time’ De Klerk-Baker Meet—"‘'It is good that the 
meeting between U.S. Secretary of State James Baker 
and President F. W. de Klerk took place on 22 March, 
because it is high time the United States becomes 
acquainted with the new leader in South Africa at the 
highest level,” remarks a page 8 editorial in Johannes- 
burg BEELD in Afrikaans on 23 March. “The Ameri- 
cans, who are under pressure from black groups—in the 
U.S., as well as in South Africa—have so far dragged 
their feet with regard to meetings at the highest level with 
President de Klerk. By doing so they ha-c naturally 
contributed to the estrangement between the two gov- 
ernments, precisely at a time when there is said that it is 
of greater interest to South Africa to seek an affiliation 
with a united Germany. West Germany has always 
refused, unlike the United States and some other coun- 
tries, to be influenced by the calls for sanctions. Bonn 
only forbids iron and steel from South Africa. Beyond 
that it leaves decisions on sanctions up to its individu- 
als.” 
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De Klerk, Botha To Visit E. Europe, Elsewhere 


MB2803 160090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1555 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Cape Town, March 28, SAPA—The state presi- 
dent, Mr. F.W. de Kier, confirmed on Wednesday [28 
March] that he would zccompany the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, on a visit to a number of 
European countries in May or June this year. 


A statement issued by his office said further particulars 
of his itinerary were not yet available. 


It is already known that Mr de Klerk’s itinerary will 
include a visit to the British Prime Minister, Mrs Mar- 
garet Thatcher, and that he has accepted an invitation 
from the Portuguese Government to visit Lisbon. 


Senior government sources have indicated that Mr de 
Klerk is after tangible results, not diplomatic hype or in 
a pudlicity contest aimed at surpassing foreign visits by 
his predecessor. 


Recent contacts with the Eastern European bloc coun- 
tries, both via visits by Mr Botha and talks at the 
Namibian independence celebrations, are not likely to 
result in any visits across the former iron curtain on this 
occasion. 


It is also unlikely that a visit to the United States, in 
response to an invitation by President George Bush, will 
precede or be tagged onto the end of the European visit. 
Such a visit is likely to be a separate trip later in the year. 


From contacts that were made in Namibia and from 
responses to President de Klerk’s initiatives this year, it 
appears that an extended tour is likely to follow Britain 
and Portugal. 


A working visit indicates that contacts with the Italian 
cabinet, particularly at trade and industry level, point to 
a Rome stop-over. 


Business considerations also earmark Switzerland and 
Germany as important, while diplomatic developments 
which have thawed the long-hostile French may open 
doors to Paris and the remaining giant oi Europe. 


It can be accepted that Mr de Klerk’s mission abroad will 
be two-pronged in its objective. 


Firstly he is expected to take a political message to South 
Africa’s traditional allies and economic partners spelling 
out his reform direction. 


Linked to this, he will probably present a case for a 
slackening of the economic punishment being meted out 
for a vanishing apartheid system. Observers feel that 
there will be concerted efforts, at the very least, to ward 
off any market erosion by the switch to the European 
Community. 


The economic facet of bilateral relations with the host 
countries can realistically be presented as pivotal in the 
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reform process in South Africa. Already there are signs 
that cuuntries other than Britain and Portugal are pre- 
pared to rethink the sanctions issue. 


Mr de Klerk is unlikely to resist using the opportunity to 
hammer the wedge home in the interest of his envisaged 
new Souti: Africa. 


More on Possible Visits, Ties 


MB2503 105390 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 25 Mar 90 » 1 


[By Joh: MacLennan] 


[Text] The government is now counting the credits after 
President F.W. de Klerk’s astonishing diplomatic break- 
through in Windhoek this week. 


His planned rief visit to Britain's Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher in May isnow to be expanded into a tour 
of up to two weeks, during which he will visit several 
European capitals. 
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The Director-General of Foreign Affairs, Neil van Heer- 
den, has also disclosed that as talks develop over the next 
few months South Africa can expect to establish diplo- 
matic relations with a range of countries which have. 
until now, regarded this country as untouchable. Sources 
speculated these could include East-bloc countries such 
as Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary. African coun- 
tries most likely to estatdish diplomatic links included 
Zambia, Zaire, Ivory Coast and Gabon. 


Asked specifically about countries such as the Soviet 
Union and Egypt. Mr van Heerden said links were 
possible with them as well. 


“I think we are tatking months,” he said. 


There is also expected to be a relaxation soon in so-called 
informal barriers, followed by an end to formal measures 
such as sanctions later. And it is not discounted that 
more heads of state are likely to be received by President 
de Alerk in the next few weeks. 
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Angola 


UNITA Announces Personnel Changes 


MB2803121890 (Clandestine, KUP in English 
to Central and Southern Africa 12085 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] [No dateline as received] UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] has re- 
organised organs of its movement in view of the devel- 
oping political and diplomatic situation in the country. 


[Words indistinct] Politburo meeting held on March 26 
and 27 in Jamba. 


Following the changes, the movement's vice president, 
Jeremias Chtunda, was named to coordinate the Secre- 
tariat of Diplomatic Strategy. Gen. Tony da Costa 
Fernandes has been nominated foreign affairs secretary. 
Brig. Adolosi Alicerces Mango, becomes new represen- 
tative in Portugal, while Brig. Ernesto Joaquim Mulato 
will represent the movement in Bonn. 


UNITA Reports FAPLA Air Raids 


MB2803 194090 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Central and Southern Africa 1900 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] [No datelire as received]|—Five MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] soldiers (FAPLA) 
[People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] were 
killed Monday and three automatic rifles seized in the 3rd 
and 6th tactical groups’ attempts to fetch for food and water 
for hunger-stricken units at Mavinga fronts. 


At Ndinde positions, where MPLA ‘s 2nd tactical group 
is besieged, UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] forces destroyed two BMP-| 
amphibian tanks. 


In desperate retaliation, MPLA jet fighters comprising 
two squadrons of MIG-23 carried out air raids in the 
liberated territory, causing injuries among civilians. 


Says Leki River Bridge Destroyed 
MB280308 1990 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Central 
and Southern Africa 0524 GMT 28 Mar 90 


| Text] Our armed forces continue their noble mission of 
freeing our land and people. To that end, they continue 
dealing severe blows to the Luanda regime's troops 
throughout Angolan territory. 


In Lunda Province on 17 March, our forces attacked and 
took the enemy barracks defending the Leki River bridge, 
between Saurimo and Cucolo. Our forces completely 
destroyed the 28-meter long and 6-meter wide bridge, killed 
10 FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola] soldiers, captured eight weapons, 220 rounds of 
ammunition for AK-47 rifles, 41 shells for RPG-7 rocket 
launchers, and 62 shells for 60mm mortars. 
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Our armed forces also attacked the enemy barracks 
defending the Pezo River bridge on 23 March. After 
several hours of imwense fire, the enemy troops fled in 
disarray and the bridge was compictely destroyed. Our 
forces captured 1,400 rounds of ammunit.on for AK-47, 
two «.K rifles, one 60mm mortar, one RPG-7 rocket 
launcher with 29 shells, and 28 shells for 80mm mortars. 


On 27 Mar [Military Situation 


M82803060090 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Central 
and Southern Africa 0521 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Political and Military Situation Repor” for 1100 
GMT on 27 March—read by announcer] 


[Text] 1. The enemy continues to send teams in search of 
water and food in the people's plantations on the Mavinga 
front. 


In an attempt to overcome the difficulties posed by thirst 
and hunger, two MPLA [Popular “Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] patrols from the 3d and 6th 
Tactical Groups had to clash with the UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] forces. The 
enemy fled in disarray, leaving five dead soldiers and 
three personal weapons on the battlefield. 


2. Dimbe area. The enemy's 2d Tactical Group sent a 
bunch of BMP-1! armored cars in an attempt to break the 
UNITA forces keeping it under siege. Our sharp shooters 
promptly destroyed two BMP-1|"s and the others had to 
retreat to their base. 


3. From 0840 [0740 GMT] to 0950 [no date as heard], 
two MiG-23 squadrons [as heard] violated the air space 
over the UNITA-controlled areas, dropping two bombs 
that killed defenseless people. 


4. The FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola’ forces are keen to continue the struggle for real 
freedom and democracy as long as the MPLA believes 
the force of the we2nrons will resolve our problem. 


[Issued] Office of the Chief of General Staff, 27 March 
1990 

[Signed] Colonel Zacarias Mundombe, deputy military 
intelligence chief 


Army Kills 184 UNITA ‘Bandits’ 19-25 March 


MB2803095390 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2200 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] The FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the 
Liberation of Angola] forces killed 184 UNITA 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
bandits and captured another two during 19-25 March. 


Our forces also captured an assortment of war materiel. 


The FAPLA forces suffered 19 soldiers killed and 30 
wounded over the same period. 
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The Angolan Army’s operations occurred mainly in 
Cuando Cubango, Benguela, Bie, and Huila provinces. 


FAPLA Claims 270 UNITA Killed 22-27 Mar 


MB2803195490 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] In a communique released in Luanda today, FAPLA’s 
[People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] chief of 
general staff says that our forces killed 270 UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] bandits, cap- 
tured seven others, and seized 194 weapons between 22 and 
27 March. During the same period, our forces freed 108 
civilians forced to live in captivity. A total of 132 UNITA 
elements surrendered to the authorities. 


FAPLA’s operations were carried out mainly in Huambo, 
Bie, Benguela, Huila, Cuando Cubango, and Cunene Prov- 
inces. The communique regrets the death of 37 gallant 
combatants of our army, and the wounding of 63 others. 


UNITA, which avoids direct clashes ».ith the Angolan 
armed orces, has continued to commit attrocities 
against defenseless civilians. Accordingly, UNITA killed 
10 civilians, including a Filipino national. UNITA also 
wounded 16 civilians and abducted 12 others. 


Namibia 


UNTAG Spokesman Details Personnel Departure 


MB2703072190 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 0600 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] A total of 1,700 members of UNTAG [UN 
Transition Assistance Group] will leave Namibia before 
the end of the month. UNTAG chief spokesman Mr. 
Fred Eckard said in response to inquiries that 1,544 
military and police personnel, as well as 156 administra- 
tive staff, will leave for their countries of origin before 31 
March. (?Eighteen) senior UNTAG officials, including 
the UN special representative in Namibia, Mr. Martti 
Ahtisaari, will leave the country tomorrow. 


Mr. Eckard said 217 UNTAG personnel departed yesterday 
and another [word indistinct] are due to leave today. He said 
most UNTAG staff will have left the country by 9 April. The 
last military and police personnel of the assistance group will 
have left by 20 April, while the last administrative personnel 
will be gone by 13 May. 


Ahtisaari, Chand Depart Windhoek 28 Mar 


MB2803 194790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1943 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Windhoek, March 28, SAPA—In contrast to his 
official reception on arrival in Namibia last March, 
United nations Special Representative Martti Ahtisaari 
of Finland was given a warm personal send-off at Wind- 
hoek Airport on Wednesday [28 Mar] night. 
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Namibia’s prime minister, Hage Geingob, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Theo-Ben Gurirab, and a sprinkling of 
diplomats and close UN colleagues, were on hand to say 
goodbye to Mr. Ahtisaari as well as UNTAG [UN 
Transition Assistance Group] force commander Lt-Gen 
Dewan Prem Chand of India, and his deputy, Brigadier 
Daniel Opande of Uganda. 


Mr. Ahtisaari made no formal remarks, only exchanging a 
few personal words with his colleagues and Mr. Geingob and 
Mr. Gurirab, who accompanied him to the SAA [South 
African Airways] Boeing en route to Frankfurt. 


He was presented with a badge inscribed “no don’t go” 
by Nina Lahoud of UNTAG’s legal department, to 
which he replied, “Its time to leave.” 


UN staffers had especially warm goodbyes for Gen. 
Prem Chand. 


“Now its really the end (of the mission),” UNTAG head of 
the Windhoek district Viktor Andreev of the Soviet Union 
said wistfully, as the diminutive general disappeared in the 
direction of the aircraft, waving all the while. 


The UN’s mission to guide Namibia had officially 
ended. 


“Now we are on our Own,” one journalist was overheard 
saying as the party left the airport building. 


President Nujoma Praises Success of UN Mission 


MB2803204490 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] The president, Mr. Sam Nujoma, says UNTAG’s 
[UN Trar-ition Assistance Group] mission in the 
country was the most successful operation carried out by 
this world body. President Nujoma says that UNTAG’s 
successful mission can be attributed to the political 
willpower of the contry’s inhabitants. He says that as a 
new member of the United Nations, Namibia will 
endeavour to contribute a small (?but) humble contribu- 
tion toward world peace and security after its admittance 
to this world organization. 


Zimbabwe 


Commission Advises Against Elections Rally 


MB2703093490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0851 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[Text] Harare March 27 SAPA—A renewed and impas- 
sionate plea against the general elections rally has been 
made by the Electoral Supervisory Commission just a 
day before Zimbabweans start voting, SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] Africa desk reports. 


Reports of violence have caused countrywide shock- 
waves as rival groups of youths of the ruling party 
ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe African Patriotic Front] and 
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ZUM-PF [Zimbabwe Unity Movement-Patriotic Front] 
of Mr. Edgar Tekere clashed. 


Ai the weekend the organiser secretary of ZUM, Mr. 
Patrick Komboyi, was shot and wounded in party vio- 
lence in his constituency Gweru. 


The appeal by the commission’s chairman, Professor 
Walter Kamba, followed the violence over the weekend. 


The commission also said it wanted to emphasise to the 
members of the public that the ballot was secret and that 
they ought to have no fear regarding how they voted. 


President Muga: * Criticizes Election Violence 


MB2803 132290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1302 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Harare March 28 SAPA—Zimbabwe’s President 
Robert Mugabe on Wednesday [28 Mar] condemned 
violence which broke out in some parts of the country 
during campaigning for the two-day general election, and 
said all those involved would be severely punished, the 
ZIANA national news agency reported. 


Addressing an impromptu election rally attended by about 
5000 people in Harare’s Tafara high density suburb at the 
start of the presidential and parliamentary election, Mr 
Mugabe said the police would be instructed to arrest and 
prosecute anybody caught up in acts of violence. 


“I am appealing to all of you to ensure there is peace and 
tranquility in this election. 


“4/1 those involved in violence will be prosecuted after 
the elections. We want a peaceful and democratic elec- 
tion,” he said in Shona. 


Mr Mugabe, who is contesting the presidential! election 
against Zimbabwe Unity Movement (ZUM) leader 
Edgar Tekere, alleged that ZUM supporters had been 
beating-up and harassing women supporters of the ruling 
ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National Unity (Patri- 
Otic Front)] in the area. 


However, the president's warning against election violence 
seems to have been prompted by several reports of inter-party 
violence from some parts of Zimbabwe which have resulted 
from the fierce contest between ZANU (PF) and ZUM. 


Last Saturday ZUM National Organising Secretary and 
candidate for Gweru Central Patrick Kombayi was 
severely injured in a shooting incident at his business 
complex in the midlands town. Both ZANU (PF) and 
ZUM are blaming each other for inciting the violent 
confrontation in which a number of people were injured. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 25 


Unity Movement’s Mwenezi Candidate Resigns 


MB2803071590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0647 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Mwenezi March 27 SAPA—In a further blow to the 
embattled ZUM [Zimbabwe Unity Movement] election cam- 
paign in Zimbabwe, the party’s candidate in the Mwenezi 
constituency, Philemon Baloyi, has resigned a day before 
polling booths open for the 1990 general election. 


The ZIANA news agency reports that Mr. Baloyi 
resigned from ZUM on Tuesday [27 March] evening, 14 
hours before polling starts in his constituency. 


General Election Polling Under Way 28 Mar 


MB2803090490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0726 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Harare March 28 SAPA—Polling in Zimbabwe's 
second general election since its independence in 1980 
began 7am (0500 GMT) Wednesday [28 Mar] although 
some statiors opened later following delays in the ritual 
sealing of ballot boxes in the presence to contesting party 
agents, ZIANA reports. 


President Robert Mugabe is believed to be seeking a 
mandate to create a one party state. 


To safeguard against double votes, voters had their 
hands electronically screened as they enter the polling 
station to detect traces of an invisible but indelible ink. 
Voters fingers were dipped in the ink before voting. 


After names were checked on the voters roll, voters were 
handed two ballot papers: green for the presidential 
election and white for their member of parliament. 


Only two candidates are contesting Zimbabwe's first 
presidential elections since independence: President 
Mugabe, leader of the ruling ZANU-PF [Zimbabwe 
African National Union-Patrioivic Front] and Edgar 
Tekere of the breakaway Zimbabwe Unity Movement 
(ZUM). 


Each ballot paper lists alphabetically the candidates 
names, the party they represent and the party’s symbol. 


Some voters discovered they were not on the voters roll 
only when the polling . ations opened. 


Some were allowed to register on a supplementary voters 
roll but others were turned away if they had no proof of 
their residence in the constituency. 


At least two of the first 11 voters at a polling station in 
Harare North were not on the roll. 


Amongst them was a ZIANA reporter who had registered 
twice, once in late 1987 and again during the verification 
exercise late last year. 


The presiding officer at one polling station said even he 
was not listed, despite registering last year after he 
discovered his name missing from the roll. 
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In every by-election last year there were complainis 
people were turned away because their names weren’t on 
the voter's roll. 


During nominations for Wednesday’s elections some 
parties complained people were inelizible to nominate 
candidates because they appeared not to be registered. 


Reports of early voters being turned away also come 
from another Harare North polling station. 


Official Says Voting ‘Too Slow’ 


MB2803 152290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1451 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Chinhoyi, Zimbabwe, March 28, SAPA—ZANU (PF) 
[Zimbabwe African People’s Union (Patriotic Front)]} Infor- 
mation and Publicity Secretary Nathan Shamuyarira said on 
Wednesday [28 Mar] the processing of voting was too slow 
and it was unlikely people in Mashonaland West would have 
finished voting by Thursday. 


Describing the situation as serious, he told the ZIANA 
national news agency that unless the voting process was 
speeded up, many people in the province would not have 
cast their ballot by the time the two-day general election 
ended on Thursday evening. 


“I have been to a number of polling stations in the 
province, and we are very satisfied and happy with the 
turn-out. 


“The problem now is that the queues are too long, because the 
process of identifying voters and registering those who do not 
appear on the voters roll is taking too long. 


“If the process is not speeded up, we will not be able to 
complete the voting tomorrow and, if we fail, we will have to 
appeal to the president to extend the time,” he said. 


Mr. Shamuyarira said, however, the party was happy 
with the orderliness at the polling stations. 


He said there was a problem with identification of aliens, 
most of them farm workers, who were being turned 
away. 


An appeal was made to party members to turn out in full 
force and also help the aged and the sick to go and vote. 


Unity Movement Officials Injured in Gweru 


MB2503 150790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1255 GMT 25 Mar 90 


[Text] Gweru March 25 SAPA—The ruling ZANU-PF 
[Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front] 
and the Zimbabwe Unity Movement [ZUM] are blaming 
each other for Saturday’s violence in Gweru which 
resulted in the injury of several people, including ZUM 
National Organising Secretary Patrick Kombayi and 
ZUM Director of Elections Jerry Nyambuya. Senior 
ZANU-PF officials alleged that Kombayi started the 
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violence, at the Kombayi mini mart in Ridgemont 
suburb, ZIANA national news agency reports. 


The officials allege that Kombayi shot at a truck owned 
by Vice-President Simon Muzenda at the mini mart, and 
then set it alight. 


However, Kombayi, who is in the Gweru Provincial Hospital 
with gunshot wounds, where his condition is said to be stable 
after surgery, has denied starting violence. He has also 
denied setting Muzenda’s truck on fire. 


Speaking to newsmen in the city this afternoon after 
being briefed by Kombayi from his hospital bed, ZUM 
Midlands Provincial Chairman Bernard Gwati alleged 
that ZANU-PF youths and Central Intelligence Organi- 
sation (CIO) members had started the feud. 


“Kombayi was shot at by the youths and CIO members 
at the Gweru River Bridge. which is more than 2 km 
away from the mini mart. 


“He (Kombayi) denies ever shooting at Muzenda’s car, 
or setting it alight,” said Gwati. 


The government's security agents this morning issued a 
directive barring Kombayi from being interviewed by 
the press. 


Mugabe Discusses Mozambique Relations, Peace Talks 


MB2503 174890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1742 GMT 25 Mar 90 


[Text] Harare March 25 SAPA—Zimbabwe pays out 
pensions totaling ZD [Zimbabwe Dollars]80 million in 
foreign currency annually to whites who left the country 
at independence and settled in South Africa and other 
countries, President Robert Mugabe said in Harare on 
Sunday [25 March], according to a report from the 
ZIANA News Agency. 


He told almost, 35,000 people in Harare’s Rufaro Sta- 
dium these pensions and the remittances that the 
country has to pay for foreign companies were eroding 
much needed foreign currency reserves. 


Castigating the opposition Zimbabwe Unit Movement 
leader for “wanting to incite the army” to refuse to go to 
Mozambique, the president said Zimbabwean troops 
knew “better”, that the country’s survival depended on 
the safety of the routes to the ports of Beira and the oil 
pipeline from rebel MNR [Mozambique National Resis- 
tance] attacks. 


“We have knowledge that if Mozambique is destroyed 
by South Africa, we will also be destroyed,” he said. 


On the possibility of peace talks which he and Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap Moi are mediating between the 
Mozambican government and the Mozambican 
National Resistance, he said: ““We have reached a stage 
where there will be talks between MNR and Mozam- 
bique to see that the problem is settled through talking.” 
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Ivory Coast 


Politburo Reviews Economic Plans, Union Moves 


AB2803223590 Abidjan Television lvoirienne Network 
in French 2110 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] The Political Bureau of the Democratic Party of 
Ivory Coast, African Democratic Rally—extended to 
members of the government today, Wednesday, 28 
March 1990—held an important meeting from 1100 to 
1300, chaired by President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, 
head of state and chairman of the party. Here is the 
communique issued at the end of that meeting: 


The communique pointed out that after a short intro- 
duction made by the chairman of the party, the Political 
Bureau listened to a briefing by the minister of economy 
and finance, Mr. Moise Koumoue Koffi, on the conclu- 
sions of the deliberations of the special commission 
charged with examining the measures aimed at reducing 
the cost of living in Ivory Coast. 


Indeed, one can recall that during its last meeting on 23 
March at the Presidential Palace, the Political Bureau of 
our party examined the provisional results of the delib- 
erations of that commission and recommended these 
results be further examined to conclude them as soon as 
possible. The Political Bureau today expressed satisfac- 
tion over the diligent manner in which the commission 
carried out its task, and adopted the final conclusions. 
These conclusions, to be made public Saturday, 31 
March, eloquently demonstrate the willingness of the 
chairman of the party, the Political Bureau, and the 
government, to do everything possible to guarantee the 
purchasing power of Ivorians, despite the unavoidable 
constraints imposed on us by the economic crisis. 


Elsewhere, the Political Bureau called on the government 
to publish simultaneously on 31 March both the aus- 
terity measures which, as we know, affect salaries above 
100,000 CFA francs, as well as the measures reducing the 
cost of living, so everyone can see clearly that the 
sacrifices being demanded to solve the economic crisis 
are quite acceptable, as they do not affect seriously, as 
some ill-motivated people would want us to believe, the 
standard of living and the purchasing power of our 
countrymen. 


Continuing discussions of items on its agenda, the Polit- 
ical Bureau examined the social and political situation 
that has prevailed in our country in the past few days. 
The Political Bureau deplores and condemns the inci- 
dents some small groups of ill-motivated and dishonest 
people have been trying to create in our country to 
tarnish the image of our country as a country of dialogue, 
of stability, and peace that Ivory Coast always has 
enjoyed all over the world. Of course, the austerity and 
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economic revival measures recommended by the inter- 
national financial bodies and rigorously implemented by 
several countries, always have generated disturbances in 
Africa, as well as in Latin America. Thanks to the 
practice of dialogue, however, which only Ivory Coast 
adopted for the implementation of these unavoidable 
measures, and in particular thanks to the relief measures 
aimed at maintaining the purchasing power of Ivorians 
at a quite acceptable level, the social disturbances could 
have been subdued and quickly dissipated. 


This unfortunately could not be done because of the bad 
faith and the desire to disturb the peace of Ivorians by 
some small groups of power-hungry people, such as the 
Executive Bureau of the National Union for Research 
and Higher Education [SYNARES] and some members 
of the Executive Bureau of the National Union of Senior 
Officers of Health of Ivory Coast [SYNACASSCI], who 
also are members of the SYNARES because they are 
professors. The Political Bureau made it a point to 
denounce the sly connivence between these two bodies 
with the aim of disturbing public order and of embarking 
upon a showdown with the country’s authorities. 


Indeed, how can one explain the fact that while the 
SYNACASSCI was on strike, the Executive Bureau of 
the SYNARES decided to hold a public demonstration 
when, at that particular time and for the purpose of 
maintaining public order, the government had barned 
demonstrations throughout the national territory. Is the 
SYNARES Executive Bureau above the law in Ivory 
Coast? What was the design of the leaders of that trade 
union in confronting the authorities? 


The desire to provoke the authorities and to politicize a 
social situation was clear. Under the cover of a trade 
union whose activities are quite authorized in Ivory 
Coast, therefore, the SYNARES bureau has constituted 
itself into a political Opposition party because it is 
refusing any compromise to solve the problems posed by 
the economic crisis. The Political Bureau draws the 
attention of the SYNARES on the serious risks which it 
is running by embarking upon a showdown with the 
authorities. The government remains open to dialogue, 
which it always has preferred to any other form of action. 
The government will, therefore, not accept disorder and 
trouble which truly retard development. The Political 
Bureau calls on the SYNARES bureau to regain its 
self-control. 


In conclusion, the communique of the Political Bureau 
issued at the end of the meeting conducted today, 
Wednesday, 28 March 1990, points out that the Political 
Bureau reaffirms its total and unanimous support to the 
chairman of the party and warns the SYNARES bureau 
and all those who want to have a showdown with the 
authorities and to politicize a situation whose solution 
demands solidarity and the understanding of all. 
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Reportage on Protests by Doctors, Teachers 


BBC on ‘All-Out Strike’ 


AB2803121590 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 27 Mar 90 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Ivory Coast Doctors Union says it is going on 
an all-out strike after the arrest of one of its members. 
Yesterday, they started a 48-hour stoppage in response to 
Ivorian Government plans to cut workers’ salaries. But 
they were threatening to extend it, and this afternoon’s 
arrest has turned out to be the last straw. From Abidjan, 
Elizabeth Blunt reports: 


{Begin Blunt recording] The doctors decided to step up 
their industrial action after a series of arrests in Abidjan 
on Monday [26 March] afternoon. First, a striking 
doctor was arrested after leaving one of the city’s i\o 
public hospitals. Then, more than 100 university 
teachers were arrested after trying to demonstrate near 
the Presidential Palace, a number of members of the 
Medical Faculty among them. 


Originally, the doctors had planned only limited 
action—a two-day warning strike with full emergency 
cover arranged at the biggest hospitals—as their part in 
the protest against the government’s austerity program. 
The program, as described so far, looks like it would 
mean wage cuts for all Ivorian workers earning more 
than 10,000 CFA francs, about two hundred pounds a 
month. Now, following the arrest of the colleagues, they 
say that they have decided to go on indefinite strike and 
to withdraw the arrangements to cover emergency cases. 


The final version of the austerity program is due to be 
announced on Saturday [31 March] and, after a relative 
lull over the last three weeks, protests are once again 
gathering momentum, with nurses, secondary teachers, 
and those university staff who were not arrested yes- 
terday, meeting in defiance of the ban on gatherings of 
more than five people to decide what they should do 
next. Meanwhile, there has been no official indication of 
what is going to happen to the arrested university 
teachers, who are still being held in an army camp on the 
outskirts of Abidjan. 


Details of Abidjan Demonstration 


AB2803221090 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In defiance of the Ivory Coast ban on street 
protests there has been a demonstration in the capital 
today and riot police moved have moved in. It comes a 
day after the doctors’ union in Ivory Coast declared an 
all-out strike which the government declared illegal, 
arresting the professionals suspected of being behind it. 


FBIS-AFR-90-061 
29 March 1990 


Our correspondent, Elizabeth Blunt, was at today’s dem- 
onstration in Abidjan. On the line, Julian Marshal asked 
her what happened. 


{Begin recording] [Blunt] Well, it started with about 30 
women. Some of them were the wives of people who 
were arrested, the university professors and the doctors 
arrested earlier this week, and some were from the 
university themselves, well-dressed women. 


Anyway, they suddenly sprang out in the center of 
Abidjan right in the middle of town shouting that they 
only wanted their husbands and relatives released, and 
they should be freed. And suddenly people began con- 
verging from all directions to see what was happening. 
Three police vans arrived and chased them down the 
street and eventually the women ended up sitting down 
in the middle of the road, at the crossroads right in the 
center of town with the police standing around them and 
then (?right in back was) an enormous crowd which 
gathered extremely quickly. 


[Marshal] And how did the police finally disperse the 
demonstration? 


[slunt) Well, the police spoke quite politely with the 
women and it would have been quite difficult to be 
otherwise with all these people looking on. And they 
arrested them and got them to go into the police vans 
and eventually they were driven away. But the crowd was 
very evidently on the women’s side and every time a van 
drove away there was a great sort of jeering and a cheer 
from the crowd. And then the crowd itself started to 
demonstrate and the people were shouting: Houphouet 
voleur! Houphouet voleur! Which means the president's 
a thief, the president's a thief. And this went on really for 
quite a long while before the police finally decided to put 
a stop to it and then they used stun grenades, which 
made the most terrible noise, and teargas and they were 
chasing the demonstrators up and down in among open 
shops and in and out of the offices in the center of 
Abidjan. It really was quite an extraordinary sight. 


[Marshal] Now, Elizabeth, have you been able to find out 
how total the doctors’ strike has been? 


[Blunt] I haven't been able to go to the hospitals myself 
this morning. What I hear is that the strike is being fairly 
well observed. There are still some French doctors 
working and I am told they are bringing in Army doctors 
to help because the strike by the hospital doctors union is 
now supposedly total and indefinite and nobody is 
working, not even for emergency cover. And also there is 
a question mark as to what the nurses are doing. The 
nurses union tried to hold a meeting themselves yes- 
terday afternoon to decide what they should do but they 
were prevented by the security forces who told them that 
all meetings were illegal. So you see the question mark is 
whether the nurses are working normally or not. [end 
recording] 
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Trade Union Officials Interrogated 


AB2803182790 Paris AFP in French 
1736 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 28 Mar (AFP)—Ivorian security forces 
this morning interrogated the deputy general secretary of 
the doctors trade union and the general secretary of the 
medical branch of the teachers trade union, it was 
learned from trade union sources. 


Mr. Konan Manzan, deputy general secretary of the 
National Union of Senior Officers of Health of Ivory 
Coast (S YNACASSCI) was interrogated at his home 
today at .unch time by policemen from the Directorate 
for Territorial Surveillance (DST), trade union sources 
stated. 


The policemen also interrogated the general secretary of 
the medical branch of the National Union for Research 
and Higher Education (SY NARES), Mr. Samuel Gade- 
becu, the same sources have disclosed. 


The Ivorian authorities are reportedly trying to arrest all 
the offic‘als of SY NARES and SY NACASSCI, two of the 
three autonomous trade unions in Ivory Coast, trade 
union sources have stated. 


Members of these organizations told AFP that “the 
government's plan will not alter their determination” 
and that “the strike being observed since 26 March by 
salaried doctors and members of SYNACASSCI will 
continue.” 


More on Doctors’ Strike, Arrests 


AB2803204890 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Excerpt] Following the measures taken by the govern- 
ment to requisition all the senior health staff in the face 
of the total and indefinite strike action by the National 
Union of Senior Heaith Officers (Syncassi), most mea- 
ical establishments in the country worked normally 
today with the exception of some health centers, notably 
the two teaching hospitals of Abidjan, where military 
and foreign doctors had to be called in. For having 
incited the doctors and related professionals to illegally 
stop working, the secretary general of Syncassi was 
arrested yesterday evening by the law enforcement agen- 
cies, while two members of his executive bureau, a 
neurologist and stomatologist, were arrested this 
morning in conformity with the security measures insti- 
tuted by the government. [passage omitted] 


The university lecturers who were transferred to the 
Akuedo Military Camp are well, according to a medical 
report. Indeed they were examined by two military 
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doctors, both majors. None required emergency treat- 
ment. The doctors were also able to procure medicines 
for those among the arrested persons who are on medi- 
cation. 


Liberia 


Mayor, Others Killed in Nimba County 


AB2803 180590 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 28 Mar 90 


[Text] With the exception of those residing in Yekepa, all 
U.S. citizens residing in Nimba County have been 
Strongly advised to vacate the county immediately 
because of renewed fighting in the area. The 
OBSERVER newspaper, quoting a U.S. Embassy release 
issued recently said while most parts of Liberia remain 
unaffected, the Liberian military continues to conduct 
operations in Nimba. The U.S. Embassy source spoke of 
increased fighting near Ganta, Sagkeipie, and Kahnwi, 
which necessitates the U.S. Government's decision to 
ask its citizens out of the area. The source also said there 
are some 50 Americans in the affected areas. 


When contacted yesterday to comment on the situation 
in Nimba, the acting chairman of the Joint Security 
Board, Justice Minister Jenkins Scott, according to the 
paper, said he had no comment. However, unconfirmed 
reports from Nimba spoke of fighting in Tapeta yes- 
terday, but spoke of no casualties. Drivers and some 
travelers talked with yesterday by the paper said there 
was a roadblock on the way from Ganta to Tapeta 
toward Grand Gedeh county. One passenger from 
Nimba said he saw two trucks with wounded people, 
perhaps government soldiers, who were taken to the 
(Phoebe) Hospital in Bong County for treatment, while 
other wounded were traaspurted to Monrovia. Another 
traveler said fear has gripped Ganta, and some of the 
people who remained *~ the area since the 24 December 
rebel incursion are beginning to depart. 


Meanwhile, government troops are reportedly mopping 
up operations in Nimba, in a continuing search for 
rebels. Government troops in the area are presently 
under the command of Colonel Hezekiah Bowen, the 
third military commander there since the rebel incursion 
erupted. 


In a related development, the city mayor of Bahn and 15 
others lost their lives as a result of renewed fighting 
which reportedly broke out last Saturday [24 March] in 
Bahn city, Nimba County. The mayor of Bahn City, 
Mayor (John Kanyic), and the 15 others whose names 
are not available, were killed at 2 p.m. in exchange of 
gunfire between rebel forces and government troops. 
However, [as heard], latest reports say a member of the 
House of Representatives from Nimba county, 
Mamadee Kamara, is said to have lost his two wives in 
the attack. The late Mayor (Kanyie) was the brother of 
Mr Edward K. Sackor, former minister of internal 
affairs, who also hails from Nimba County. 


END OF 
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